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Narunxk and CoxskobENcEs 
OF THE 
Sacramental Teſt, &c. 


PER. Rarin DE THoyRas, in his 

Rf Diſſertation on the Origin of the 
Government of England, obſerves 
4 that the Form of it is different 
from all others at this Day in the World; 
that it is for Subſtance the ſame which was 
introduc'd by the Northern Invaders into. 
moſt Countries of Europe, upon the Fall of 
the Roman Empire; by the Saxons into 
Germany, the Francs into Gaul, the Viſi- 
2 goths into Spain, the Oſtrogoths, and after 
them the Lombards, into Italy. But all 
+ theſe Nations have changed their Forms; 
Hritain alone has tetain'd the main of her 
EE: A 2 ancrent 


(4) I 
ancient Conſtitution, not without many # 
Hazards and Struggles, which our An- 
ceſtors us'd to eſteem very glorious. The 
Norman Conqueſt made indeed a great Al- 
teration ; for it was not to be expected that 
.a Prince who had acquir'd and maintain'd 
his Title by Force of Arms, ſhould vo- 
luntarily relinquiſh any part of his Pow- 
er, and ſubmit to Conditions of Govern- 
ment : Yet in ſome time the Spirit of Li- 
berty reviv'd, and the People taking 
Advantage of Difficulties which embar- 
raſs'd their Kings, eſpecially ariſing from 
Debates about the Right of Succeſſion, 
recovered their former Privileges ; and 
at laſt, after many unſucceſsful At- 
tempts, nay and tedious inteſtine Wars, 
ſettled the Government on the old Saxon _ 
Foundation, eſtabliſhing the Limitations ® 
of the Regal Power, and the Rights of 
the Subjects, by the Macna CHAN A. 
The Preſervation of this limited Monar- 
ch, has been thought by true Britons in 
every Age, of the greateſt Importance, 
and worthy of their warmeſt Zeal. As 
the ſupreme Power of Legiſlation is divi- 
ded between the Prince, the Nobles, and 
Repreſentatives of the People; the Safety 
of the Conſtitution muſt conſiſt in pre- 
ſerving the Rights of each inviolable, and 
preventing the Encroachments of any f 
| 2 them 


them on the reſt. But as in Fact, our 


635 


Hiſtories ſhow that the greateſt Confu- 
fions in Britain have taken their Riſe from 


the Encroachments of the Crown, or 
thoſe who ated under the Cover of it's 


Name and Authority, on the Rights of 
the People ; true Britiſh Patriotiſm ex- 
erts it ſelf, in aſſerting and maintainmg 
the Liberties of the Subject againſt the 
Invaſions of the Prerogative, what- 
ever Shapes and plauſible Appearances 


they may put on. In all the Schemes and 


Meaſures which the Agents and Abet- 


tors of Arbitrary Power have purſu'd, 


the Lovers of their Countrey {till op- 


pos'd them; firſt by legal, eſpecially par- 
liamentary Methods, and at laſt by Force, 


when Things were puſht to Ext emities, 
threatning a total Subverſion of the Con- 
ftitution, This was the Caſe in the 

nad King Charles the Firſt, and in 


Rei 
the Reign of King James the Second, 
which gloriouſly ended in the Rxvolv- 
TION; an Event which will ever be re- 


member'd with Pleaſure , by all the Friends 
of the nt Religion and of Liberty, 


as havi 


Intereſts, and fix d the Government of 
theſe Nations, and the Meaſures of the 
Civil Power and Civil Subjection, on their 

true Baſis. And in conſequence of it, theſe 
Nations 


g&Tecured thoſe moſt important 


— ————Äwũ—— _—_ TY * 


„ 
Nations having the great Advantage of 
Princes on the Throne, who were ani- 
mated with a noble Zeal for the Liberties 
of their People, and an anxious Care to 
tranſmit them fafe to Poſterity, have ob- 


tain'd excellent Laws to prevent thoſe 


Inconveniencies and Sources of Danger 
to Liberty for the Future, which the Ini- 


quity of former Reigns had given them 


Reaſon to apprehend. And our Parlia- 


ments are ſtill framing new Acts for fur- 


ther ſecuring their own Freedom and the 
Freedom of Elections; which ſhews they 
are ſenſible of ſome remaining Defeas, 
and that however ſafe they are under the 
Reign of the preſent Poſſeſſor of the 


Crown, yet all Danger in caſe of a cor- 


rupt Adminiſtration afterwards, is not 
fully provided againſt. 5 

The Caſe being ſo apparently, and it 
being the avowed principle of Britons to 
contend for legal Limitations of the Roy- 
al Authority, in order to prevent its En- 
croachments on the Rights of the Sub- 
jects in any future Time, (and the beſt 


and moſt effectual Limitations have been 


obtain'd under the beſt Kings, who, as 
the tender-hearted Fathers of their Peo- 
ple, were willing to ſecure their Liber- 
ties againſt any injurious Attempts which 
might be made upon them by their Suc- 

5 ceſſors;) 
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„ 
ceſſors ;) the Caſe, I ſay, being ſo, me- 
thinks it as well becomes our wiſe and 
good Patriots to conſider the State of the 
People themſelves, the ſeveral Parties a- 
mong them and their divided Intereſts, 
how they affect the Public, and what 


- Meaſures ought to be kept among them, 


in order to the common Safety. For as the 
legal Conſtitution is preſerv*d by a Balance 


of Power; between the Prince and the Peo- 


ple, ſo the natural Strength ofa Society con- 


ſiſting in the Numbers and Force of the 
Members which compoſe it, when they are 
form' d into oppoſite Factions, one threat- 


ning and endeavouring, at leaſt always 


inclin'd to the Deſtruction of the other, 


(which ought indeed by all means to be 


avoided, and good Governours will take 


all poſſible Care to avoid it, and to unite 
all the Subjects in one common Intereſt; 
but when, in Fact, there are ſuch Parties 
irreconcilable to each other,) the public 
Safety muſt depend on a due Balance be- 
tween them. 0 ; 
And here nothing will more obviouſly 


occur to any one who is at all acquainted 
2 with the State of our public Affairs, than 


the religious Differences which began at 


the Reformation, and have continued 


ever ſince. The Parties moſt oppoſite to 


each other are the Papiſts and the Prote- 
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fant Diſſenter 5, both generally diſcoun- 
tenanc'd by the Government, ſometimes 


in a greater, ſometimes in a leſſer Degree. 


There are, at leaſt have been, Parties too 
within the Eſtabliſhment it ſelf, com- 


monly known by the Name of Hicn 
and Low CHuRcn, or WIG and ToR Y, 


whoſe Characters, contrary Views and 


Intereſts, it would be too tedious to men- 
tion, with their ſeveral Sub- diviſions, 
which are largely explain'd by RArINV. 
In general that Author obſerves that the 
Tories, even thoſe whom he calls Mode- 
rate, whatever Zeal they profeſs for the 
Conſtitution, always incline the Balance 
to the ſide of the King, and are prone - 
to Severity againſt the Presbyterians. 
On the other hand the Whigs, profeſſing 4 
the ſame Zeal for the Conſtitution, 
incline the Balance to the ſide of the 
Parliament, and favour the Diſſenters. 
By this means the oppoſite Extremes, the 7 
Papiſts and Proteſtaut Diſſenters become at- 
tach'd to theſe different Parties; the Par 
piſts are reckon'd by that Author, a Branch 5 
of the Tories, and the Diſſenters are inclu- 
ded in the Denomination of Whigs; tho 
it ought to be acknowledg'd that ſome 2? 
of the former are fincere Enemies to Po- | 
pery, and many of the latter have a hearty * 


Zeal for the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
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But that we may more clearly under- 
ſtand how theſe Parties in Religion, both 
Non. Confor miſts to the Eſtabliſbd Church, 
affect, or are capable of affecting the pub- 
lic Intereſt, and conſequently judge what 
Temper and Conduct ought to be obſerv'd 
towards them; it is neceſſary to look into 
the Hiſtory of former Times, and what 
Part they acted, when the State of Affairs 
gave them an Opportunity of ſhewing 
their Inclinations, and exerting their 
Strength. In the Reign of K. James the 
Firſt, the Meaſures of the Court were ver y 
obnoxious to the Nation, as tending to 
diminiſh the Power and Privileges of 
Parliament, and at the ſame Time to fa- 
vour Popery : For it may be taken as a 
certain Maxim in England, ſince the Re- 
formation, that the Intereſts of Popery 
and Arbitrary Power are inſeparable. No 
Prince ever aim'd at a diſpenſing Power 
without indulging the Papiſts beyond the 
Allowance of the Law, who were always 
grateful enough to do him what Service 
they could in his Deſigns, and ſenſible 
enough to know that the only Reſource 
to their Aﬀairs muſt be from unhinging 
the legal Conſtitution. But in the Reign 
of Charles the Firſt, theſe Meaſures were 
puſht more only and violently, till they 
ended in the Civil War, in which the Pa- 
BY =D. 
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piſts univerſally eſpous'd the Royal Canſe, 
as afterwards they were the diſtinguiſh'd 


Friends and Favourites of K. Charles II. 
and James the Second, purſuing the ſame 
Schemes, and treading in the ſame Paths. 


On the other hand, the Proteſtant Diſ- 


ſenters ſuffered Perſecution under all thoſe 


Reigns, as it is certain they on all Occa- 
ſions conſtantly and uniformly adher'd 


to the Cauſe of Liberty. Since the reli- 
gious Difference among Proteſtants in theſe 
Kingdoms (or the Schiſmas it's calPd) had 
a Being, there never was a Struggle, be- 


tween the Crown and the Subjects; never 
any Oppoſition of Intereſts or Debates 
about the Limits of the Prerogative, 
wherein the Body of the Diſſenters did not 
vigoroully adhere to the Rights of the Ci- 


vil Conſtitution, and oppoſe the Invaſi- 


ons which were made upon it : So there 
never was a Deſign carried on for exalting 
the Power of the Prince above the Laws 
without perſecuting them, which was the 
frſt Step taken by the Abettors of Arbi- 
trary Power, in order to weaken the 
Cauſe of Liberty by cruſhing fo hearty 


Friends to it; and the ſafe, becauſe the 
High- Church Party, fo far from taking Um- 


brage, were gratified by it, not diſcerning 
its Tendency to the Subverſion of the Con- 
ſtitution, and even of the Church it ſelf. 

N But 
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( 11 ) 
But thoſe who beſt underſtood rhe State 
of the Nations, and were moſt firmly at- 


tach'd to the true Proteſtant and Britiſh 


Intereſt, have been ſenſible that the Per- 


ſecution of Diſſenters was incompatible 
with it, though they have been ſometimes 
indolent enough not to ſee, or not to . 
conſider it ſeaſonably. Eſpecially after 
the Reſtoration of K. Charles the Second, 


when the Nation run on for {ome Time 


in a mad Career of licentious Loyalty, 


the Diſſenters felt the Effects of French. 


and Popiſbo Counſels: But when the per- 
nicious Tendency of thoſe diſſolute and 
violent Courſes was obſerv'd, and it ap- 
pear'd neceſſary to think of ſome Expe- 
dients to prevent the utter Ruin of Li- 
berty, Moderation towards the Diſſenters 
was one of the firſt that occur'd. Accor- 
dingly, that truly Proteſtant and Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons which form'd and 
pals'd the famous Excliſion Bill, form'd 
alſo another in Favour of Proteſtant Diſc 
ſenters which paſſed both Houſes ; but it 
was loſt (Biſhop Burnet ſays) in this Man- 
ner, On the Day of the Prorogation the 
* Bill ought to have been offered to the 
* King; but the Clerk of the Crown, by 
* the King's particular Order, withdrew 
* the Bill. The King had no mind openly 
* to deny it : but he had leſs mind to 

B 2 — 
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paſs it. So this indiſcreet Method was 
taken.“ The Commons finding them- 
{elves thus diſappointed, made the follow- 


8 


ing Reſolution, That it is the Opinion 


of this Houſe, that the Proſecution of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, 
is at this Time grievous to the Subject, 
a Weakning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
an Encouragement to Popery, and dan- 
gerous to the Peace of the Kingdom.“ 
I mention this as an authentick Teſtimo- 
ny ; other more private Declarations, to 
the fame Purpoſe, of great Men both 
Clergyand Lait), in the Reign of K. James 
II. when a Deluge of Popery and Sla- 
very was ready to ſwallow us up, are ve- 
ry well known. TT 

But the late happy Revolution, which 
brought ſo many and great Advantages 
to theſe Kingdoms, explain'd the Conſti- 
tion it ſelf and improv'd it, aſcertain'd 
the Liberty and Property of the Subject, 
and the Meaſures of the Royal Power, 
has at the ſame Time plac'd the Affair of 
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Religion on a better Foot than it was be- 


fore, by grantinga TOoLERATION to the Pro- 
leſtant Difſenters, and thereby freeing them 
from a great Part of that Perſecution they 
were till then expos'd to, which was the 
Reproach of a Proteſtant Nation and 
Church. This is a Point now fo clear 
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and ſo well fix d, that ſcarcely is there any 
party among us who profeſs a Diſſatis- 
faction with it. The Toleration ſeems 
to have become ev'n a Part of the Eſta- 
*bliſhment it ſelf, and, like the Rights of 
the Biſhops, inviolable. But the Queſtion 
is, whether the Diſſenters do not ſtill con- 
tinue under ſome Grievances and Incapa- 
cities, which are inconſiſtent with the 
common Rights of Subjects, and render them 
leſs uſeful to the Public, than otherwiſe 
they might be? They are diſqualified 
Zby Law for Civil and Military Employ- 
ments; which, as it carries the Appearance 
of a public Cenſure, at leaſt Diſtruſt, for 
no Reaſon but their ſcrupling Confor- 
mity to the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church, ſo it diſables them to do ſuch 
Service to the Hate, as, if that legal Bar 
Were out of the Way, their Condition fits 
them for, and their Affection inclines 
them to. 


his Queſtion ought to be conſider'd 


and determin'd chiefly with a Regard to 


the public Intereſt and Safety, which in 


this Caſe, as I obſery'd before, depends on 


preſerving a Balance between oppolite 
Parties, particularly the Papiſts and Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters. It appears from the Re- 
ſolution of the Engliſb Houſe of Commons 


already mention'd, to be the Opinion of 
-n th 
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ning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and dangerous to 
q . . 8 ac 
the public Peace; the Foundation of which 


the moſt dangerous Party in theſe Pro- 


rag'd as to be render'd uncapable of join- 
In order therefore to apply this Rule to 
Condition and Conduct of theſe Parties 


continuing the Incapacity of Proteſtant 7 
Diſſenters for Civil and Military Employ- 


Peace of the K _—_ 


known inveterate Enemies of the Proteſ- 


cal 
zers,is an Encouragement to Popery, a Weak- | 


Fs | | > ex 
Opinion muſt be, that the Papiſts being 


teſtant and Britiſh Dominions, the Proteſ- % 
tant Diſſenters ought not to be ſo diſcou- 


ing in the common Defence againſt them. % 
the Point before us, let us conſider the | 


in Ireland, that we may judge whether 
Dl 


ments be reaſonable ; or if it be not, as 
the Proſecution of the Engliſh Diſſenters I. 
upon the penal Laws was in K. Charles 
the Second's Reign, grievous to the Subject, 
a Weakning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, an En- x 
couragement to Popery, and dangerous to the 


As the Papiſts are every where the i 
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rant Religion, and by their Principles led | 


to Rebellion, Perſecution, Treachery, and 
the moſt inhuman Barbarities, for extir- 
pating it, under the Direction of their Spi- 
ritual Guides; there is no Place in the 
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*Dominions belonging to Great-Britam, 


ſcarcely any in the World, where they 
have ated more zealouſly up to thoſe per- 
nicious Principles than in Ireland. The Maſ- 
ſacre of the Proteſtants begun in 1641, and 
executed with {uch unparallel'd Cruelty 
and on ſo great a Number of innocent 
People, without Diſtinction of Age or 
ex, is an Inſtance of the outragious Fu- 
Zeal never to be forgotten; 


ry of PopiſÞ 


, ; and it would ſhow the moſt unaccountable 
' Stupidity in the Proteſtants of Ireland, at 


Feaſt, not to take all poſſible and juſt Pre- 
Fcautions againſt any Attempts of the like 
K ind for the Future, whilethe Number and 
Strength of Papiſts give us Reaſon to ap- 
prehend Danger from them. That tra- 
ical Event is not the leſs to our preſent 
"Purpoſe, if, as the Papiſts pretended, their 
Inſurrection was begun and their bloody 
War carried on by the Orders of K. Charles 
the Firſt : Such a Pretence might ſerve the 
"Purpoſe of claiming their Eſtates forfeited 
py Rebellion in K. Charles the 24's Reign, 
when the Notion of abſolute Monarchy 
in England preyaiPd, and the Appearance 
Jof what was then call'd Loyalty, was ſuf- 
Ificient to juſtify or excuſe very bad Acti- 
jſons: But it will not leſſen the Horror of 
the Crime and the Miſchiet done by it, 


ſin the Opinion of a ſober Proteſtant and 
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his unfortunate Father made a bold At- 4 
tempt on the Conſtitution, and the Friends 


reduce Jreland, hoping after he had ef. 
fedcted that, to make a Deſcent with a great- 
er Advantage upon Britain. In both theſe 


Lover of Liberty, to whom Barbarity is 
as ſhocking and as much to be guarded 
againſt, when acted under the Colour of 
Authority, as without it. Rather indeed, 
as it's certain the Iriſb Rebellion was in 
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lous Eye on the Iriſh Papiſts, as the Tools F 
of Arbitrary Power, and ready to lay 
hold on the diſtracted State of public Af. 


fairs as a proper Opportunity for ſerving Z 
the Cauſe of their Church, and committing ? 


thoſe Barbarities againſt Proteſtants which 
their religious Principles incline them to. 
K. James II. after the Example of 


he chiefly relied on, were the Iriſob Pa- 
piſts: He fill'd his Army with them, and 
when he was forc'd to abdicate the Throne 
of England, they were his laſt Refuge: 
He put himſelf at their Head in order to 


Commotions what was the State and 
Condud of the Proteſtant Diſſenters ? In 
the former, they had a large Share of 

Suffer⸗ 
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Sufferings ; it will never be pretended 
that the Papiſts, on any Occaſion, were 
more favourable to them than to the 
Members of the Eſtabliſp d Church: Rather 
their known Principles of Civil Liberty, 
as well as their utter Abhorrence of Po- 
hub Superſtition, mark'd them out to a 
uliar Severity. In the laſt War they 
— join'd with their Fellow Proteſ- 
tants in oppoling K. James; and his whole 
dangerous Project was defeated by the 
noble Stand made for the Cauſe of Liberty 
and the Proteſtant Religion, by the North- 


ern Proteſtants at Iuniſxilling, and eſpe- 


cially in London derry, where with un- 
parallelPd Reſolution, they endured the 
laſt Extremities of a long Siege, and, un- 
diſciplin'd as they were, baffled his whole 
Force, tho' commanded by himſelf in 
Perſon. It is needleſs to inſiſt on a Fact 
ſo notorious to all the World, and of 
which we have the moſt Authentic Teſt i- 
mony 1n the Reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons in this Kingdom Anno 1695, 


and the Reſolution of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in England 1698, That the Services 


and Suffermgs at Londonderry, were 
very eminent, and of great Conſequence to 
his Majeſty's Service, and the Preſervation 
of” the three Kingdoms. That thele were 


principally the Frings and Services of 
Tas = the 
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the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I preſume no 
one will diſpute, it being ſo well known, 
that very few of another Denomination 


had any ſhare in them. 


The Uſe to be made of thefe certain 


 PaQts is not that the Crimes of the Pa- 


piſts, their Rebellion and their Cruelty, in 


the Reigns of King Charles the 1ſt and 
King James the 24. ſhould be reveng'd 
on their Poſterity ; let them be treated 
with all the Clemency and Tenderneſs 
which can poſſibly conſiſt with the pub- 
lic Safety: Perhaps the Laws now in 
Force againſt them are, in ſome Inſtances, 
too ſevere ; and it ought to be eſteem'd 
the Glory of the preſent and the prece- 
ding Reign, that there has been ſo great 
Lenity uſed towards them, even beyond 
the Allowance of the Law ſtrictly inter- 


preted. I wiſhany Means could be found 


out whereby the Government might be 
ſecur'd of their Affect ions, which is the 
beſt Security any Government can have 
of Subjects; or any Method deviſed where- 
by its Support {hould become fo ſenſibly 
their Intereſt as to prevail againſt all their 
religious Prejudices. But for the Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters, it ſeems ſo obvious as to 
need no Illuſtration ; that they who had 
ſo often and ſucceſsfully ſignaliz'd their 
Jeal for the Proteſtant and Britiſh lun 

i reſt, 
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reſt, ſhould net be by Law diſcourag'd, 
nay diſabled to do any ſuch Service for 
the future, in a Country where the Pa- 
piſts are till vaſtly ſuperior in Strength 
k and Numbers to Proteſtants of all Perſua- 
ſions; and where the Diſſenters are allow'd 

to be half of the Proteſtants in the whole 
Kingdom; and the Northern Diſſenters the 

moſt united Body of Proteſtants in it. 

And therefore to repeal the Sacramental 

Teſt is a Method of ſtrengthening the Pro- 

teſtant Intereſt liable to no Exception; it 

is a Security againſt the Papiſts which 

cannot be charg'd with the leaſt Degree 

or Appearance of Perſecution.” 

That learned Prelate, the Biſhop of Clon- 
fert, in his excellent Sermon on the 23d. 

of October laſt, preachd and publiſÞ'd by 

Order of the HobsE or Loxps, fully re- 

preſents the dangerous Circumſtances of 

the Proteſtant Intereſt in this Kingdom 

from the preſent State of the Papiſts in it. 

Having prov'd that the Roman Catholicks 

now have the ſame Principles in Religion 

and Government, which in their Forfathers 

produc'd the Rebellions of 1641 and 1688, 

and having anſwer'd the plauſible Argu- 

ment for a Change of their Principles from 

their late famous Addreſs to his preſent 
Majeſty, he ſays, p. 17. This I ſcruple 

not thus publickly to affirm, that if a 
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© full and impartial Inquiry be now made 
© into the preſent State of Popery in Jre- 
* land, *twill too plainly appear that all 
* the Laws which have from Time to 
Time for above forty Years been made 
for that Ehd, have neither leſſen'd the 
© Number, nor broken the Power of the 


: * Papiſts among us: But both continue at 


* this Day ſo great, that if at any Time 
* ſince the Revolution, they were dange- 
* rous to the Proteſtant Settlement, they 


Aare fo at this Day.“ His Lordſhip far- 
ther obſerves, p. 18. that if former Re- 


© bellions have been contriv'd, promoted, 
£ 


' TICKS, as our Laws declare, and our 
_ Hiſtories atteſt : There are not wanting 


to work up the the ill Diſpoſitions and 
Principles of the People to a new one.? 


Again p. 19, and 20. If theſe Romiſh 
Eccleſiaſticks were only ſuch, and in 
© ſuch Numbers as are neceſſary to per- 


* form Divine Offices among the deluded 
© People, twould perhaps be reaſonable to 
let them paſs without Obſervation. But, 
When their Number is vaſtly great- 
er than any one can pretend to be ne- 
ceſſary for theſe Ends, ſo great as even 
to be burdenſome to the People them- 
ſelves ; When they are generally of the 
6 worſt 


and carried on by RoMisn ECCLESIAS- 


at this Day a vaſt Multitude of them 


c 
C 
6 
c 
ms 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
6 
-4 
c 
0 
0 
c 
«c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
1 
c 
c 


(34) 
worſt kind, Regulars, Men under the 
more immediate Influence of the Pope, 
and ſworn to him : When they, as well 
as Religious of the other Sex, are ſettled 
m Fraternities and Nunneries in the Chief 
'Towns and Villages, and at or near the 
Site of the old Monaſteries, and there, 
at leaſt, appear in the Habits of their 
ſeveral Orders : When befides theſe, 
there are Popiſb Archbiſhops, and Bi- 
ſhops more in Number, and as well 
known as the Proteſtant ones: When 
*tis notorious that they keep up a Regu- 
lar Juriſdiction, have their Appeals to 
Rome, and very probably at ſome Sea- 
ſons, a Nuncio, or Legate from thence 
to ſuperintend their Affairs: When the 
Roman Catholicks affect to be open and 
publick in the Exerciſe of their Religion, 
erect pompous Maſs-Houſes in the moſt 
conſpicuous Places of great Cities, and 
adorn them with all the expenſive Pa- 
geantry preſcrib'd or countenanc'd by 
their abſurd Superſtition : When tis fur- 
ther obſerv'd, that their Wealth and 
Power increaſe, that their Influence is 
greatly felt in ſome parts of the King- 
dom, and that it begins to appear 
in others, where till of late twas 
* hardly ſuſpected: When this is the 


* true preſent State of Things, Who, 


* who 
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who that has a juſt Regard for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, for his Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government, or for our preſent 
happy Settlement under it, can at ſuch 
a Juncture avoid thinking a little ſeri- 
ouſly, Whither all this tends, and what 
may poſſibly one Day be the End 
thereof ? 488 

And in the Concluſion, Since the a- 


vow'd Principles of the Church of Rome 


are really dangerous to our preſent Set- 


tlement, and the publick Peace; the 
great Law of Self- preſer vation directs 
and empowers us to uſe proper Means 
to ſecure our ſelves againſt them; and 


having in the ſame Paragraph mention'd 


0 
- 


ſome Particulars, before more largely in- 
ſiſted on, he concludes in, theſe Words, 
It becomes us to be always on our 
Guard, carefully to obſerve every con- 
ſiderable Increaſe of their Wealth and 
Power, nay | to take ſtrict Notice of 
all uncommon and dangerous Appear- 


ances, leſt the continued Influence of 


theſe bad Principles, working ſecretly 
with other Cauſes of Diſſatisfaction and 
Vneaſineſs, may in Time produce the 


greateſt Evils, and again involve this 
Nation in Blood and Confuſion.” 
Since the Caſe is fo, and we may be aſ- 


ſured a Perſon of his Penetration and 
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Prudence would not ſuggeſt ſuch Things 


without ſufficient Ground; I leave it in 


Judgment with his Lordſhip, and with 


every one who is well affected to the 


Proteſtant and Britiſh Intereſt in Ireland, 
whether any Expedient be more unex- 
ceptionable, or more naturally offers it- 


ſelf than the encouraging of Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, by taking off their legal Inca- 
pacity for public Service; ſince their Be- 
haviour for ſo long a time, particularly 
in every critical Juncture, and all Dan- 
gers which threatned the Nation from 
the Attempts of Papiſts, has undeniably 
prov'd their hearty Zeal for the Proteſ- 


tant Religion and their Countrey, and ſince 


their Intereſt in theſe moſt important 
Points is inſeparable from that of the 
Eſtabliſp'd Church. 

The Truth is, the Impoſition of the 


Teſt, and continuing it, in ſuch a State of 


the Kingdom appears at firſt Sight ſo great 
an Abſurdity in Politicks as can never be 


accounted for, unleſs there be, in other 


ReſpeRs, ſome very urgent Neceſſity for 
it. But I doubt ſuch a Neceſſity can ne- 
ver be demonſtrated, and that if the Foun- 


dation of excluſive Laws, on account of 


religious Differences, which do not affect 
the Peace and Intereſt of Civil Societies 
as ſuch, be impartially enquired into, 
7 they 
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they will appear to be as indefenſible in 


Point of Juſtice as of Policy. Some 
Gentlemen ſeem to have fallen into this 
Way of Thinking, without examining ve- 
ry carefully the Grounds of their Opinion, 


that appropriating Places of Truſt and 
Civil Power to the Members of the Eſta- 


bliſt*d Church, is a Prerogative which 
belongs to the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment 
it ſelf; for the Intereſts of the Church and 


State are inſeparably interwoven, the 


Church being an eſſential part of the 
Conſtitution ; and tho' conſcientious Non- 
conformiſts are to be treated with Indul- 
gence, {till they ought to remember they 
are 1n an inferior Condition, and it were 


Arrogance in them to hope they ſhould 
be on a Level with Church-men. But 


iftheſe Gentlemen would give themſelves 
leave calmly to conſider this Matter, if 
they would lay aſide the Prejudices which 
may ariſe from Party Zeal, and the Ho- 
nour and Pleaſure of having Places of 
Profit and Marks of Eſteem confin'd to 
thoſe oftheir own Denomination; if they 
would examine impartially the true Inte- 
reſt of the Nation, and the Intereſt and 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, together with the 
Peculiarities of the Church Eſtabliſhment, 
and how far the Things on which ſo 
great Streſs is laid by the Act excluding 

Diſſenters 


(25) 
Diſſenters from Places of Truſt, ate 
thoſe Intereſts; if, I ſay, they would 
calmly conſider all this, its probable rhe 


Point before us would appear to them 


in a different Light. In order to which, 
I take leave to offer the following Que- 
ries to their ſerious Conſideration. | 

Query I. Whether the Neceflity and 
Vſefulneſs of Civil Government be not 
evident from, and Men's aſſociating un- 
der it, be not founded on, the Light of 
Nature, antecedent to, and independent 
on any divine Revelation? And whether 
the proper and immediate End of Civil 
Government be not the common Safety 
and Happineſs of thoſe who are united 
under it, conſidered only as rational and 
ſocial Creatures in this World ? And 
_ conſequently whether thoſe who are en- 
truſted with the ſupreme Civil Govern- 
ment; that is, with the Force of the 
Civil Society, ought not to uſe it wholly 
and ſolely for that End? And whether they 
ought not to countenance and encourage 


all the Subjects in performing Service to 


the Public, without any other Diſtincti- 
on in the Choice, than what ariſes from 
the Difference of their Capacities, and 
apparent good Affect ions to the Society? 
Query II. Whether the Chriſtian 
Religion has made any Change in this 
| N | © Ra Matter? 
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Matter? If it has directed Men to unite 
on different Foundations and with diffe- 
rent Views from what the Light and 


Law of Nature dictates? One who reads 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt without Pre- 


poſſeſſion, and is reſolv'd ro form his 
Notions by it, would think it leaves the 
State of Kingdoms and Commonwealths 


juſt as it found them; that it does not 
meddle with ſuch Affairs, any otherwiſe 
than it does with all the Relations and 
Offices of ſocial human Life; that is to 

exalt and improve the Springs of Acti- 


on in the Minds of Men, and to enforce 
from a Regard to God and the Motives 
of another World, what Reaſon had be- 


fore preſcrib'd as fit and right; but that 


it does not alter the Foundations of Ci- 
vil Society, or make any new Conditi- 


ons of Government. When Chriſtianity 


firſt appeared in the World, it was re- 


preſented by its Adverſaries as dangerous 


to the public Peace, everſive of the juſt 
Authority of Kings, and the Privileges 


of Subjects; and indeed it would be fo, 


if the Meaſures of Civil Power and Sub- 


jection were ſet on another Foot; if 


Princes were to govern by other Max- 
ims; and the Title of Subjects to the 


Privileges of the State, did depend on 


different Conditions from what they did 
before. 
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before. What Civil Government would 
bear the introducing a new Scheme, which 
ſhould intirely unhinge its ancient origi— 
nal Conſtitution, give a new Direction 
to its Force, and appoint the Diſtributi— 
on of its Rewards and Puniſhments, not 
according to the Services done to, or 


the Treſpaſſes committed againſt the Po- 


litical Society, but according to novel 
Opinions and Practices, which whether 
right or wrong, had no Relation to its 
Intereſts. But the Caſe is really quite 
otherwiſe; for though the Author of our 
holy Religion ſet up a Kingdom, yet him- 
ſelf declares it was not of this World, not 
govern'd by the Maxims of worldly Po- 
licy, nor its Laws enforc'd by worldly 
Sanctions. He did not appoint that em- 
bracing the Do rines of his Goſpel, and 
conforming to the Inſtitutions preſcrib'd 
in it, ſhould entitle ſome Men to the Re- 
wards, Preferments, and Honours of Ci- 
vil Society, and rejecting them, ſhould 
expoſe others to outward Penalties, In- 
capacities and Reproach; much leſs that 
ſuch Diſt inctions ſhould be made in the 
external Condition of Men, by the dit- 


ferent Senſes in which the particular De- 


Clarations of his Word might be under- 
ſtood by his profeſt Diſciples, or the dif- 
terent Ceremonies and Modes of Wor- 
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ſhip which might be uſed among them. 


Thoſe who plead for the Sacramental Teſt, 


and other excluſive Laws like it, proceed 
in their Reaſonings on different Grounds. 
In general, they pretend that ſuch Laws 
are neceſſary for the Safety of the Pub- 
lic, comprehending the Church and the 
State, or the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Eſta- 
bliſhment : But in explaining the Incorpo- 
ration of the Church with the State, and 
the Neceſſity of ſecuring the former as 


well as the latter, by a legal Excluſion of 


all who are diſaffected to it, they divide 
from each other, nay the ſame Author 
from * himſelf. Sometimes the Eccleſi- 


aſtical Conſtitution is repreſented as de- 


ſign'd for Political Ends, that is, for pre- 
ſerving publick Order and Peace; and 
therefore it muſt be ſubject to ſuch Re- 


gulations as the ſupreme Governors ſhall 


think fit, to make it agree with the In- 
tereſts and Views of the Civil Commu- 
nity: At other times that ſame Eccleſi- 
aſt ical Conſtitution is contended for, as 
the Religion which the Nation received, as 
delivered by CHRIST and his Apoſtles. It 


is impoſſible to reconcile theſe Notions, 


as they are applied to the ſame Purpoſe, 
viz. to found the Neceſſity of ſecuring 
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vil Employments who ſcruple Contor- 
mity to ſome peculiar Uſages, as a Teſt 
of Affection to it. The former, it's plain, 
leaves Civil Governors at Liberty to al- 


ter, amend and regulate the Church Con- 


ſtitution, and the Securities thereof, as 


they ſhall judge moſt expedient for the 


Safety and Peace of the State; the other 
binds them down to the preſent Model 
as unalterable, by the ſuperior ſacred Au- 


thority of CRRISTH; and to weaken the 


Securities of the Eccleſiaſtical Eftabliſh- 
ment is, according to that Scheme, to 
hurt the Intereſts of Chriſtianity. But 
however inconſiſtent theſe Principles be, 
as the Foundations of the Sacramental 
Teſt, or any other Securities to the Church 
of a parallel Nature, we may conſider 


them ſeverally with a View to the pre- 


ſent Argument, and how far either of 


them does juſtify or require the Conti- 


nuance of the Act in force, for the Exclu- 


ſion of Proteſtant Dzſſenters from all 


Places of public Truſt. And therefore 


to proceed, I propoſe 


Quexy III. Suppoſing that the Eccle- 
ſiaſt ical Conſtitution depends on the Ci- 
vil Policy, and 1s ſubject to ſuch Altera- 
tions 1n its Form and Securities as the 
Iatereſt of the State may require, whe- 

: ther 
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ther receiving the Sacrament according 10 the 


Uſage of the Church of Ireland be reaſona- 
bly and juſtly made a Qualification for 
Civil Employments ; and whether its be- 
ing made ſuch a legal Qualification, tends, 
to promote the Intereſt of the State? If 
it be not ſo, but on the contrary hurtful ; 
then according to this Suppoſition, that 
the Church-Conſtitution and it's Securi- 
ties are ſubordinated to the State, it ought 


to be repeal d. To juſtify the Teſt upon 


this Principle, it ſhould appear to have 
ſome Connection with the public Good; 
that is, that a Man's conforming to it is 
an Evidence of his better Capacity, or 
his better Diſpoſition to ſerve his Coun- 
trey, than the contrary. But it will be 
difficult to ſhew that receiving the Sa- 


crament according to the Mode of the 


Eſtabliſpd Church, rather than that of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, is a ſubſtantial 
Proof of greater Fitneſs to ſerve the Go- 
vernment, for Example, in the Station of 


a Magiſtrate or a Military Officer. If 


it be alledg'd that receiving the Sacra- 
ment according to the Uſage of the 
Church of Ireland is a Mark of Affection 
to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution eſta- 
bliſh'd by the State, and conſequently of 
a Regard to the publick Order and Peace, 
the Preſer vation of which was intended 
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by that Eſtabliſhment: I anſwer firſt that 
the learned Biſhop of Salisbury, in his 


Book entitled The Common Rights of Sub- 


jects Defended, has fully ſhown both from 


Reaſon and Experience, that the Sacramen- 


tal Teſt never had in it ſelf, nor ever was 


ſuppoſed either by Conformiſts or Noncon- 
formiſts to have any Manner of Relation to a 
Man's inward Affection to the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Conſtitution; and therefore could not 
be appointed for that End. It was originally 
deſign'd in England, for excluding Pa- 
piſts, whom their Head and Leaders 
would not allow to hold Communion 
in the Sacraments, with the Proteſtant 
Churches, which they declared to be no 
Chriſtian Churches. But however it be 
applied, that excellent Author demon- 
ſtrates (and indeed it muſt appear very 
obviouſly to any attentive Perſon) that 
it cannot reaſonably be accounted an Evi- 
dence of a Man's approving the whole 
Conſtitution of the Church (of the 
greateſt Part whereof he may be igno- 
rant;) nay nor ſo much as his eſteeming 
the eftabliſh'd Form of adminiſtring the 
Sacrament, preferable to the Manner of 
the Diſſenters, but barely that he judges 
it lawful : And therefore if the Sacramen- 


tal Teft be intended as a Proof of Affecti- 


on 
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on to the eſtabliſh'd Church, it is very 
ill choſen for that Purpoſe. But 

Secondly, Suppoſing that receiving the 
Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church 
were a mark of Affection to, or Appro- 
bation of, the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 
which in this Caſe, can mean no more 
than the Form of Church-Government 


and the Ceremonies, the Points in Diffe- 


rence between the Church and Diſſenters; 
{till the Queſtion remains what Relation 


that has to the Intereſt of the Civil So- 


ciety; may not he who diſapproves ſome 


_ ceremonial Parts of the Conftitution, 
and therefore is led by his Conſcience to 


fix his Communion with another Church 
not eſtabliſh'd, be as good a Subject and 
as well diſpos'd to do Service to the Pub- 


lic as he that approves it all? And there- 


fore ſuppoſing the Sacramental Teſt to be 


ſome Kind of Security to the Church, 
that is, to the eſtabliſh'd Forms and Ce- 


remonies, and certainly it is contended for 
only as ſuch; is it a Security which it 


becomes the Wiſdom and juſtice of the 


Nation to continue, under the Pretence of 


its being for the Advantage of the State, 


when it is really to the Prejudice of the 
State, by incapacitating a great many for 


its Service, who are as well affected to its 
Intereſts as any of their Fellow Subjects, 


and 
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and by infringing their otherwiſe indiſ- 


putable Rights? 


That poor Pretence that Places of Truſt 
and Profit are not the Rights of any par- 
ticular Men, and therefore the Diſſenters 
are not deprived of their Rights by being 
excluded from them; that Pretence, I ſay, 


would ſcarce be worth taking notice of, 
were it not that it has been inſiſted on 
by Men of very good Senſe, which ſhows 


how far Prejudice, and particularly the 


 Zealof a Party will biaſs the Minds even 


of the Wiſe. Strange! that ſo obvious a 
Diſt inction does not occur, as that between 
the actual Poſſeſſion of a Place and a le- 
gal Capacity of it. To the former no 
Man has a Right till he be choſen or ap- 
pointed by ſuch as have a proper Autho- 
rity; to the latter, every Subject has a 
Right unleſs he forfeits it by a Crime. A 
parallel Caſe will make this very plain. 


Particular Gentlemen of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church, ſuppoſe for Example Lawyers or 
Clergymen, have no Right to the Office, 


of a Judge or a Biſhop, unleſs legally ap- 
pointed : But if any of them ſhould be 
declared uncapable of ſuch Promotions by 
an expreſs Law; I believe they would 


think themſelves deprived of their Rights, 


and very much injured, unleſs they were 
E guilty 


(3407 
_ guilty of ſome Offence which deferv'd ſuch 
a Puniſhment. 8 
_ Qutrry IV. If the Sacramental Teſt is to 
be conſidered as a Defence of the Religion 
delivered by Cuxrsr, how does it anſwer 
that End? If by the Religion of Cuxlsr 
we mean that which is contain'd in the 
New Teſtament, acknowledg'd by all Pro- 
teſtants to be the only perfect Rule of 
Chriſtianity, does it depend upon, or was 
it delign'd by its Author to be recom- 
mended and ſupported by Human Laws? 
Any one who impartially reads the Goſ- 
pel, would think that its main Intention 
is to enforce the Duties it preſcribes, 
ſumm'd up in univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
from a Regard to Gov and JesUs CHRIST, 
and from the Motives of another World, 
or that the End of it is Virtue and Charity 
gut of a pure Heart and a good Conſcience and 
Faith unfeigned. How can Human Laws 
contribute to this? All the Intention and 
Effect of them is only to produce outward 
Profeſſions and outward Ads; and fo 
far as theſe Profeſſions and Acts are influ- 
enc'd by a Regard to Human Laws, ſo 
far they are defective in Chriſtian Sin- 
cerity. If in all the Actions which 
Chriſtianity enjoins or 1s ſuppoſed to 
enjoin, it be abſolutely neceſſary to our 
_ Sincerity and Acceptance that We ſee 
them 


ſuch 
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them founded on the New Tefament, 
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then it is alſo neceffary that every 
Man be leſt at Liberty to ſearch and to 
judge for himſelf: But in controverted 
Points, and a Diverſity of Uſages, con- 
cerning which Chriſtians are divided in 
their Opinions, to determine one by Hu- 
man Authority, and enforce it by the Pe- 
nalty of excluding al from Civil Em- 
1 who do not comply, is a Vio- 
tion of that Liberty, and conſequently, 
it ſo far tends not to defend and promote 
true and ſincere Religion, but the con- 
1 5 . 
Beſides, we ought to conſider the Mat- 


ters which the Sarrameutal Teſ is inten- 
ded to defend, and is only, in any Senſe 


capable of defending, and of what Impor- 


_ tance they are to Chriſtianity. Whatever 


other Things the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


tion may contain, the only Points where- 


in the preſent Queſtion is concern'd, are 
the Points in Difference between the Efa- 
blifh's Church and Difjenters, becaufe in 
theſe only the Sacramental Teft can he pre- 


tended to be a Defence af the Conſtit u- 
tion againſt the Dyſſenters. No one can 
alledge it defends the New Teamem and 


the Liberty of Chriftians to ſearch it im- 
partially, and conform their Practice to it, 


according ta the beſt Judgment they can, 
E 2 make 
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make of it's true Meaning. Theſe are 
Rights which concern the very Eſſence 


of Chriſtianity; but it cannot be pre- 
tended that the Diſſenters invade them, 
or that the Sacramental Teſt ſecures them 
againſt Force and Violence. But if it be 
the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, the Superio- 
rity of Biſhops above Presbyters, the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Spiritual Courts, the 


Veſtments and Holy-days, the Forms of 


Prayer contain'd in the Litutgy, the Sign 


of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and kneeling at 


receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper : If theſe and ſuch as theſe, be 
the Points which the Jacramental Teſt 
can only be ſuppoſed to ſecure, the Queſ— 
tion is, of what Moment they are in the 

Chriſtian Religion, or to the Deſigns of 
the Goſpel? Is a Man the better Chriſtian 
for his approving or diſapproving them 
in his Opinion, or for doing or forbearing 


them in Practice? And may we not apply 
to this Caſe as Parallel what St Paul ſays 


of Meat, 1 Cor. viii. 8. Meat commendeth 
us not to God, for neither if we eat are we 


the better, neither if we eat not are we the 


worſe ? EM 

Query V. Whether the Popiſh Churc 
of Ireland was not once as much a Part of 
the Conſtitution, as the Proteſtant Church 
of Ireland is now ? If it was, can any 
reaſon 


4 


reaſon be giv'n why it ſhould not have 


been ſecur'd, and why the Popiſh Church- 


es eſtabliſh'd in France, in Spain and Italy, 


ſhould not now be ſecured in the ſame 
manner, that is, by Ads excluding all 
Nonconformiſts (i. e. all Proteſtants) | Fan 
Places of Power and Truſt under the Ci- 
vil Government? This Point is ſet in a 
clear and ſtrong Light by the Biſhop of 


Sarum in the Book before mentioned, 


whoſe Words I ſhall tranſcribe, only put- 
ting Ireland for England, and leaving out 


a very few Words which peculiarly relate 


to the Book he was anſwering, p. 210. 


f the Eftabliſhd Church of a Conntrey 
©. be the Stare or a Part of the Civil Conſti- 
„ 7ution ; or, if the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


“tion of a Countrey be the Government, or 
«© Part of the Public, in ſuch Senſe as to 
« be juſtly defended and ſupported upon 
„the ſame Civil Principles, and by the 
« fame Sort of Civil Methods of Self-de- 
“ fence : If this be fo, then, this not only 
“in the Event, will be applied and con- 
« ftantly made uſe of in all Countries 
« equally ; but with equal Truth and 
& Juſtice may be made uſe of to the ſame 
ce. Purpoſes every where. Theſe general 
« Principals of Civil Defence, turn'd to 
„ the Uſe of Church Self-Defence, are as 

& good, as juſt, and as righteous in Fance, 


" or 
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or Hain, or Italy, as they are in Ireland; 
and the general Argument drawn from 
them concludes as ſtrongly and as juſtiy 
for all the ſame Hard ſbips upon Noncon- 
formiſts (that is Proteſtants) as it can do 
againſt any Nonconformifts in Ireland. 
For it is not drawn from any Privi- 
lege that we CHriſtians of our Eſtabliſh'd 
« Church have above thoſe of all other 
< other Nations, to be more hard and 
« ſevere upon all Diſſenters from us, be- 
< cauſe we have a more excellent, that is, 
« a more Chriſtian Church than any o- 
« thers have; (which would infer the con- 
« trary;) but from thoſe general Principles 
« of Jelf-defence, which are no better here, 
. rhan _ are every where ; but indeed 
are equally good, and therefore equally 

„ to be made ufe of as a common Right, 
« by every Public, every Community, every 
« Government, and with the ſame Jjuſtice 
that they can be made uſe of in this 
. ' 
« Tt was as righteous, according to this 
„ Argument, for the Papiſts in all Parts, 
« to deny to their D:ſenters at firſt, that 
« is, to all who join'd in the Reformation, 
« the common Rights of Subjects; and it is 
4 as righteous now, according to the 
4 fame Argument, in Popy/> Countries, 
« to deny to Protefiants thoſe razrgon 
I «& Rights ; 
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Rights ; as it is in Ireland to deny them 
to Nonconformiſts. Now, that Reaſon- 


ing which defends a Proteſtant Church 


© by the ſame Principles which equally 
defend the Intereſt ofall Popiſb Churches, 


cannot be juſt, nor truly for the Intereſt 


of the Proteſtant Cauſe. And this there- 
fore I fay is one ground, upon which 
* Proteſtants as Proteſtants, ought always 


0 ER: OT 
The ſame Author largely ſhows from 
p. 224, that the Principles which juſtify 
the Excluſion of Nonconformiſts from all 
Civil Offices, merely for their Nonconfor- 
mity, will juſtify the moſt cruel Perſecu- 
tions that ever have been prattis'd in the 
World, on the account of religious Dif- 
ferences. Some of his Words are, The 
„Principles of Civil Self Defence applied 
* to Matters of Religion, or to Eccleſiaſtical 
* Conſtitutions of Realms, muſt hold equally 
« good in the Application of them to all 
Degrees of Oppreſſion, or Force, or 
„ Perſecution, which are equally neceſ— 
„ fary to that Self-defence. There can be 
* no Difference made 1n this Caſe by any 
« Conſideration, but that of their not be- 


ing neceſſary to this Self-preſervation, and 


© this Conſideration is fo far from having 
« any Place here, that their Neceſſity is 


„as evident, as it is in Caſes of Civil Self- 


7 Defence. 
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Defence. As therefore in Civil Self-Defence 
the higheſt Degree of Puniſhment is 
lawful, only becauſe it is neceſſary for Self- 
« preſervation ; and, by that Neceſſity, be- 


* 


F 
0 
<> 


oe «6 


c 
( 


comes as law ful as Impriſonment, or any 
leſſer Degree of Puniſhment : So where 
lefler Degrees of Hardſhip, or Suffer- 
« ing, or whatever it is called, are not ſuf- 
« ficient for Self-Defence to any Eccleſiaſ- 
“ {tical Conſtitution of a Realm; the 
«« greateſt e become, by this Neceſ- 
« ſity, as lawful and as juſtifiable as any of 
« the leſſer. 5 WY: 

Our Anceſtors, at the Reformation, pro- 
ceeded upon quite different Grounds ; 
their grand Principle was, and neceſſarily 
muſt be, for it is the very Baſis of the Re- 
formation, that every Man has a Right to 
judge for himſelf in Matters of Religion, 
and that this Right ought not to be re- 
ſtrain d by A&s of Parliament, by Tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſhments, and in 
Matters purely of Religion and Conſci- 
ence, annexing worldly Emoluments to 
ſome Opinions and Uſages, and a Depri- 
vations of Civil Privileges to others. If 
this Right might be ſo reſtrain'd, what 
Pretence had they for acting in Oppoſi- 
tion to the Reſtraints which were laid 
upon them by the Laws then in Force ? 
But if they acted juſtly in Defiance of all 


A * 


* 


A ©& 


Human 


(4 
Human Reſtraints; if they recover'd their 
Freedom with ſo great Difficulty, and 
maintain'd it with fo great Reſolution and 
re br f with what Conſiſtency can it 
it, 


be thought, they ſhould not tranſmit the 


fame Freedom to their Poſterity ; but 
Inſtead of it appoint for them a diſpu- 


table Form of Church Government and 


Ceremonies of Worſhip, reſtraining - by 
penal Laws their Liberty of examining 


and judging for themſelves ? If our Re- 
formers bad choſen the Presbyterian Mo- 
del, and rejected the Ceremonies, as ſome 
other Proteſtant Churches did, and ſome 
of themſelves inclin'd to do; in that Caſe, 
would the Gentlemen of the Church of 
England or Ireland, ſuppoſing them to 
think as they do now, that their own Con- 
ſtitution is the beſt, be of Opinion, that 
the cther direftly oppoſite Conſtitution ſhould 
be ſecured by excluſive Acts of Parliament? 
Andis it not a good Rule, whatſoever you 
would that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even 
fo to them? This leads me to propoſe, from 
the Reaſonings of the Biſhop of Sarum on 
the ſame Subject, another Query, which 
immediately relates to the Sacramental Teſt 
in England, but any one will fee how 
eaſily it may be applied to [reland ; for 
what is an apparent Abſurdity in the one, 
cannot be juſtifiable in the other. 


F _Qur- 


- = ——— — — 
— * — — — 
— ——— —— — — — - 


T—— 


6 
Qurxx VI. Whether there be not the 
ſame Reaſon for excluſive Laws, and par- 
ticularly a Sacramental Teſt, to defend and 
ſecure the Eſtabliſi d Church in North- 
Britain, as to defend and ſecure the Eſta- 
bliſb'd Church of South Britain? The Kirk 
of Scotland is eſtabliſhed by Law, as well 
as the Church of England, nay, it is eſta- 
bliſhed by the ſame Laws, and declared to 
be a fundamental Part of the Union, and 
unalterable: It is as much a Part of the 
State, the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom, indeed of the ſame Kingdom, 
and therefore has a Right to be defen- 
ded and preſerved by the ſame Methods. 
Does not every Argument which can be 
pleaded for the one, equally hold for the 
other ? Why ſhould not the Principles 
of civil Self-defence, and a Right in the 
Public to preſerve it ſelf againſt all who 
are diſaffected to it, and particularly all 
who are diſaffected to the State Church as 
a part of the Public, be applied in Scotland 
as well as in England? Do the Gentlemen 
of the Church of England reaſonably think 
that they ought to provide againſt a pro- 
bable Danger to their Apoſtolical Eceleſi- 
aſtical Conttitution, by excluding from 
all Places of Power and Truſt, the 
Presbyteriens who are its profeſt Enemies; 
and may not the Gentlemen of the Kir- 
ot Scotland as juſtly think that they have 
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Right to provide againſt Danger to their 
S$criptural Conſtitution, by excluding from 
Offices of Truſt under the Government, 


Epiſcopal Men who zealouſly contend for 


another Scheme as the Religion delivered 
by Chriſt, who in former Times found 
Means to overturn the Kir, and when 
the Power was in their Hands, cruelly 
perſecuted the Presbyterians? The Ten- 
dency and Deſign of this Reaſoning, is 
not to ſhow that a Sacramental Teſt, or 
ſome ſuch Security ought to be enacted 
for the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, 
as well as for the Epiſcopal Church in 
England ; but indeed that no ſuch thing 
ought to be 1n either, and that the Prin- 

ciples cannot be juſt, which by a natural 


Conſequence eſtabliſh Contradictions, and 
deſtroy on one ſide of the Tweed what 


they build on the other. Can the Safety 
of the ſame State, the ſame Public, the 
ſame Kingdom, or the Safety of the Reli- 
gion delivered by Chriſt, require that 
for the very ſame Opinions and Practices, 
Men ſhould be rewarded in one Part of 
the united Kingdom, and puniſhed in the 
other? 5 
Quexy VII. Whether the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper appointed by him ſolely 


for the Commemoration of his Death, be 
a proper Inſtrument and Means of Men's 
poſſeſſing Civil Offices together with the 
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Honours and Profits annex'd to them; of 
making a Diſtinction among Subjeas with 
Reſpect to the Favours of the Civil Go- 
vernment, of excluding ſome Chriſtians 
who ſcruplea particular Manner of recei- 
ving the Sacrament from all Civil Em- 
ployments, and confining them to others; 
and whether this be not a crying Profa- 
nation and Abuſe of that holy Inftitution, 
by debaſing it into an Engine of State, and 
a Political Tool? If the Nature of the Sa- 
crament directs Men to make this Uſe of 
it; if it appears by the original Inſtitution, 
that the bleſſed Author, the only proper 
Judge, appointed it for ſuch a Purpoſe, or 
if he has given us any Reaſon to believe 

it was his Deſign that Men ſhould appoint 
it to be an take to worldly Preferment ; 
if there be no other proper and effectual 
Inſtrument of conveying Civil Offices 
with the Profits belonging to them ; if 
theſe Things be fo, then the Sacramental 
Teſt is right, the Abuſes conſequent upon 
it are only accidental, and no good Argu- 
ment can be drawn from them for the 
Repeal of it: But if every one of theſe 
Suppoſitions is evidently falle, and the con- 
trary true, then the bad . Conſequences 
may be juſtly charg'd as the natural Ef. 
fects of the Impoſition itſelf, and are a 
ſtrong Argument for taking away what 
is the direct Occaſian of profaning a ſacred 


Inſt i- 
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Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, It is certain 
that Conformiſts themſelves are thereby led, 
at leaſt ſtrongly tempted, to receive that 
holy Ordinance for Ends and Purpoſes dif- 


ferent from, nay contrary to, thoſe for 


which Chriſt appointed it to be received. 
The Deſign of the Inſtitution, as our Loxp 
himſelf expreſly declares, was this alone, 
that Chriſtians ſhould ſeriouſly and affec- 
tionately remember his Death; the Tef# 
Act enjoins the fame outward Actions of 


eating Bread and drinking Wine at the 
Loxp's Table, to be uſed as a Qualification 


for the Places and Emoluments of this 


World: Now theſe are Purpoſes as op- 


poſite as Concerns Spiritual and Temporal, 
of this and of the other World, can be. 


It's true the Act does not forbid Men, in 


receiving the Sacrament as a Qualification 
for Offices, to remember Chriſt's Deatlil; 
but it requires them to do it with other 
Views at the ſame Time, which is itſelf a 
Profanation. If it be alledg'd that it re- 
lates only to the outward Act and leaves 
Men's Minds at Liberty to be employ'd in 


proper devout Meditations: Still it is at 


leaſt a very natural Occaſion of mixing 
worldly Views with their Devotion; 
muſt it not be difficult for any Man in 
ſuch Circumſtances, to abſtract from thoſe 
worldly Views, to receive the Sacrament 
at a certain Time which the Law requires, 
£58 one within 


1 
within three Months after entering on the 
Execution of his Civil Office, (his doing 
it either ſooner or later will not anſwer 
the End,) and in the Manner which the 
Law directs, ſo as to make legal Proof 
of his having received within the limited 
Time; muſt it not, I ſay, be difficult for 
him to do this without deſigning to do it, 
or to act deliberately in Purſuance of the 
legal Injunction, and knowing the Impor- 
tance of his Action to his Civil Intereſt, 
without having that legal Injunction and 
his Civil Intereſt, that is, worldly Views in 
his Thoughts; in other Words, to obey the 
Law without intending to obey it? Andthe 
very Intention of obeying a human Law 
for worldly Advantage in receiving the Sa- 
crament, is a debaſing of the Sacrament, 
and marrs the religious Sincerity of the 
Communicant; which indiſpenſably re- 
quires according to the Deſign of our Sa- 
viour's Appointment, that he ſhould per- 
form that Action ſolely for religious Ends. 
But whatever the Purpoſe of the Commu- 
nicant be, if he has learn'd ſuch a Skill 
in abſtracting as, for avoiding Irreligion, 
to baniſh out of his Mind all Thoughts 
of obeying human Laws, while he is o- 
beying them, and all Conſideration of 
worldly Advantage, when that worldly 
Advantage is the very End of the molt 
remarkable Circumſtances attending his 
Action, 
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Action, ſuch as the Time, and the neceſ- 


ſary Atteſtation of the Fact, which he muſt 
take care of; yet it's certain that the In- 


tention of the Law is to make the Sacra- 
ment a Mark of Diſt inction between Sub- 


jects with regard to the Favour of the Go- 
| vernment, in order to beſtow them on 


ſome and deny them to others; and is this 
agreeable to the Intention of Jesus_ 


CHRIS x in inſtituting his Supper? And 


tho* it may be ſaid that the Streſs is not 
chiefly laid upon receiving the Sacrament 
as a Badge of Diſtinction, but upon the 


Manner of receiving it according to the Uſage 


of the EftabliſÞ'd Church, which not being 
an Inſtitution of Chriſt is not liable to 
this Objection: That does not anſwer the 
Difficulty, becauſe the Sacrament itſelf, an 
undoubted Inſtitution of Chriſt, is ſtill ta- 
ken in as a Part, at leaſt, of the Teſt or 
Inſtrument of Diſtinction. If indeed the 
Manner of receiving or the Uſage of the Eſta- 
bliſÞ*d Church in fo far as it is merely a 
human Appointment, were applied to any 
other Action, not religious, or not inſti- 
tuted by JEsus CHRIST for the Purpoſes 
of his Religion; or if the Manner of re- 
ceiving, according to the Uſage of the Church, 
made ſuch an Alteration in the Nature of 

the Thing, that it ſhould ceaſe to be the 
Sacrament, the Argument would loſe it's 


Force. But ſince the Te is a Manner of 


1 {* 57 774 
YCuel 977 


1 5 
he, " 
: — 3 — K 5 F wy a = * — 
4 = _— rs *Y 22 SS 8 <I> 222 £ 1 4 _ 2 R a 
— — *. - I * — —— qc Xa 8 _ - * — — * 2 od Abe 
as 5 wr A Eten * = — a a. Maas. — = — XZ . 
— * _ ate — — 1 2 0" hor 5 - Jo - uw - Y — — f — 
. : — I Er >. > * rr 
1 2 2 of — . - —— IM 7 2 E "0 2 — 2 > . 9 - 
— — + - & by — 2 — —— ä — . ons 3 LES. I : 1 
— — —— © . — —— — — — 
7 a _ — 8 - - ae % w 2 
— * * * — — 3 — —_ — 5 * —U— — wy 


<- _ 
— — 
— 


2 8 o . 
2 al ww 4 — * 
— — 
— — ee 3 * 
9 . ä * 
© 62 ” — 
7 ” 3 — S 
— een — —— = — 
— — — —— 
— — — —— — —— — — —— 
- * — — - - - = f — 
ay — — 
— — — So — + mo 
> & 
— —— - ww * 
— * —— — — 


648) 


ng the SACRAMENT, and fince the 


Uſage of the Eſtabliſb'd Church is not deſtruc- 
tive of the very Being of Chriſt's Inſtitution, 
I doubt it will be impoſſible to vindicate 
the Uſe which the 7% Act makes of it, 
from the Charge of proſtituting one of 
the moſt ſolemn Appointments of the Goſ- 
pel, intended by its bleſſed Author for the 
perpetual Remembrance of his Love in ob- 
taining eternal Redemption for us by his Death, 
to the mean unworthy Purpoſe of being 


an Inſtrument of Civil and Worldly In- 


tereſt. 5 . 

Secondly, Upon the Suppoſition already 
laid down, which appears evidently true, 
that the Sacrament is not, in its own Na- 
ture, or according to the Deſign of its 
Author, a proper Inſtrument of convey- 
ing Civil Offices, or of Diſtinction among 


Civil Subjects, it follows that the Teſt Act 


is a Snare to conſcientious Nonconformiſts 
who ſcruple the Manner of receiving the 


| Sacrament according to the Uſage of the 


Eſtabliſh'd Church. There are indeed ſome 
Diſſenters who practiſe Occaſional Con- 


formity and judge it lawful, and ſome 
ſuch there were in England, before the 
Teſt AF was made there; the Effect of 
the Act with Reſpect to them, is the ſame 

as with Reſpe& to conſtant Conformiſts : 


But there are other Diſſenters who have 
conſci- 


. 
conſcientious Scruples againſt the Man- 
ner of receiving uſed in the Church, and 
judge, at leaſt doubt, and the Diſſenters 
in Ireland are almoſt univerſally of that 
Opinion, that it is unlawful : To make 
that Form which their Conſeiences 
diſapprove or doubt, the Inſtrument of 
their worldly Preferment, that is, to 
make the moſt important Conſequences 
to their worldly Intereſt depend upon 


their comply ing with it, is to lay before 


them the ſtrongeſt Temptation to act a- 


gainſt their Conſciences. The Rites 


which the Diſſenters ſcruple are at bet but 
indifferent; they are ſo weak as to think 
them ſinful: It would ſeem in this Caſe 
from the Doctrine and Practice of St. 
Paul, that the Chriſtian Law requires for- 
bearing them, not laying ſtumbling Blocks 
in their Way, or Occaſions of Falling, by 
laying them under a Neceſſity, at leaſt 
violent Temptations, to act againſt the 
Perſuaſion of their own Minds. In a 
parallel Caſe about which Chriſtians were 
divided, the Lawfulneſs of eating all Sorts 
of Meat without Diſtinction, which 
ſome believ'd and practis'd accordingly, 
others were ſcrupulous about it, the Apo- 
{tle did not interpoſe his own Authority; 
he declares his own Perſuaſion that 10. 
thing was unclean of itſelf, yet ſo far w gs 
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he from impoſing that Opinion upon o- 
thers, or a Practice contrary to their Per- 


ſuaſion, while they remain'd unconvinc'd, 
that he would not ſo much as influence 
them by his Example, rather forbearing 
the Uſe of his Liberty, than by doing 
what he knew to be lawful, induce any 
of his weak Brethren to do that in Imita- 


tion of him which their own Conſciences 


condemned? He reſolved to eat no Heſb 
while the World flood rather than make his 
Brother offend ; and ſeverely cenſures ſome 
of the Corinthians who were Men of great 
Knowledge, for an indiſcreet and uncha- 


ritable Uſe of their Liberty, becauſe by 


their Example weak Chriſtians were em- 
bolden'd to do what their Conſciences did 
not allow; and thus (ſays he) through 
thy Knowledge ſhall- the weak Brother pe- 
riſh for whom Chriſt died. But when ye [0 
ſm againſt the Brethren and wound their 
Deal Conſciences, ye ſin againſt Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
viii. 11, 12. Is it to be imagin'd that he 
would ever have conſented to annex tem- 
poral Sanctions to ſuch diſputable Points, 
and oblige, or at leaſt ſtrongly tempt, 
weak Chriſtians to agree with the ſtrong 
in Practice, even againſt their Conſcien- 
ces, by adding worldly Rewards to their 
Compliance,and worldly Diſcouragements 
to their Nonconformity ? The Difference 
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between the Efabliſh'd Church and the 


Diſſenters in the Point now under Conſi- 


deration, the Manner of receiving the Lord's 


Supper, is parallel to that among the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians about Meats : The Mat- 
ter is in itſelf indifferent, neither of the 


oppoſite Opinions or Practices commend- 


eth us to God, in neither of them does the 
Kingdom of God, that is, pure Chriſt iani- 
ty, conſiſt; they do not affect the Eſſence 
of true Religion, nor indeed of that par- 
ticular Chriſtian Inſtitution, he Lord's 
Supper. And therefore, if the Judgment 


and Deciſion of St. Paul may be relied 
on, the Interpoſition of human Authority 
in this Caſe, which is done by the Teft Act, 
by inducing the ſcrupulous Diſſenters to 


conform to the Uſage of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church by the temporal Reward of Ci- 


vil Poſts, and the Penalty of Excluſton 
from thoſe Poſts for Nonconſormity, can 


never be reconcil'd to the Chriſtian Law 
of Charity, but is directly chargeable 


With the Guilt of laying tumbling Blocks 
or Occaſions of Sin, in the Way of weak 


Chriſtians. 
Thirdly, Another very great Abuſe a- 


riſing from the Teſt Act is, that it is the 
natural Occaſion of profaning the Holy 


Sacrament, by laying the worſt of Men 
under a Neceſſity of receiving it, in or- 
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der to their worldly Promotion. For 
Atheiſts, Inſidels, and Debauchees to receive 
the Communion, continuing obſtinately in 


their Unbelief and their Wickedneſs, is 
the groſſeſt Profanation of that moſt ſo- 


lemn Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip that 
can be imagined : But, I ſay, the Tef 
Act is the natural Occaſion of it; becauſe it 
makes their Preferment and Gain in this 
World to depend upon it, which 1s their 
All, and muſt be ſuppoſed with ſuch Men 
to prevail againſt every other Confidera- 
tion; there is nothing to reſtrain them 


from this horrid Profaneneſs but Conſci- 
ence, and to that they have no Regard. 


Toa Man who has no Fear of God in 


his Heart, who does not believe the Goſ- 


pel, nor expect a future Judgment, the 


outward Act of receiving the Sacrament, 


(which he conſiders no otherwiſe than as 
eating Bread and drinking Wine) is as in- 


different as any other Action in Life; and 


what ſhould hinder his doing it, ſince it 
is made the neceſſary legal Qualification 
for his obtaining a profitable Poſt? Nor 
is this a groundleſs uncharitable Suppoſi- 
tion ; (though if there were no Inſtances 


to be produc'd in Fact, it would be juſt 5 


to argue from it, againſt a Law naturally 


productive of ſo bad Conſequences, ſince 


it's far from being unreaſonable to ſup- 


poſe 
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poſe there may be in a Chriſtian Coun. 


trey, and even among our ſelves, Unbe- 


levers and profligate Perſons, who may 


ſollicite for Civil Employments, and have 
Intereſt enough to obtain them ;) but the 
greateſt Advocates for the Teſt themſelves 
acknowledge, they have heard much and 


Juſt Complaint of the Iniquity of Men who 


have come to the Sacrament without Devoti- 


on, nay, ſometimes with & open Contempt of 


it, merely to ſatisfy the Letter of the Law. 
After ſuch an Acknowledgment and Com- 


plaint, which may be — 5 ON as 


juſt, Truth having extorted it, ir is aſto- 


niſhing that Chriſtians, eſpecially Chriſti- 


an Divines, ſhould ever open their 
Mouths in Defence of ſuch a Law; nay 
that they do not call for the Abolition 
of it with the utmoſt Importunity: A 
Law, which I do not fay only is the Oc- 
caſion, but directly the Cauſe of fo great 


Profaneneſs; for what can a Law be ſaid 


to cauſe if it be not Obedience to it ſelf? 
Now that profane receiving the Sacra- 
ment, or rather receiving the Bread and 
Mine in the Manner and Form appoint- 
ed, without Devotion, nay, with open Con- 
tempt of it, is to all Intents and Purpoſes 
as truly Obedience to the Law as the moſt 


* The Dean of Chicheſter's Vindication, &c. . 
worthy 
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worthy communicating, which compre- 
hends the inward Aﬀections and Diſpoſi- 
tions of the Mind; but theſe do not fall 
within the Reach, nor can reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to be the Effect, nor, indeed, 


the Intention of any human Law. 


If the Reaſoning J have uſed be juſt, it 


muſt hold equally at all times, and inde- 


pendently of all particular Circumſtan- 
ces, becauſe it is built on theſe general 
and unvariable Foundations; the Eſſence 
and the very Deſign of our Civil Conſti- 
tution, nay of all Civil Aſſociations, the 
Nature and Genius of Chriſtianity, the 


Baſis of the Reformation, and the ori- 


ginal Inſtitution and End of the Lord's 
Supper. I always think it is the ſureſt 
Way of diſcovering Right and Truth, to 


bring a debated Point to ſome fixed and 


certain Principles, and to try what Con- 
nexion it has with, and what Relation it 
has to them. Whatever appears neceſſa- 
ry to the Ends of Civil Society, and to 


promote the public Good, by encoura- 


ging, without Partiality, all the Mem- 


bers of the Society, to exert their utmoſt 


Power for its Defence; particularly in 


Britain and Ireland, whatever evidently 
tends to preſerve a Balance of Power in 


the Legiſlature, and a juſt Balance be- 
tween the oppoſite Intereſts in the King- 
doms, 
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doms, ought to be allow'd by every true 


Briton. Whatever is a juſt Conſequence 
from the general Deſign of the Goſpel, 
or from the particular Nature and End 


of its Inſtitutions, and from the ſpiritual 


Nature of Chriſt's Kingdom and his Laws, 
which alone bind the Conſcience, which 


are only enforced by the Motives of ano- 


ther World, and only fulfilPd by Since- 
rity, not outward Form, {ſhould be aſ- 


ſented to by every Chriſtian ; and what- 
ever appears to be fairly inferr'd from the 
eſſential Grounds of the Reformation, 


and neceſſary to maintain its Rights con- 
ſiſtently and uniformly, every Proteſtant 
ſhould readily agree to. By theſe Prin- 
ciples, and theſe alone, let the Equity and 
Reaſonableneſs of continuing the Sacra- 
mental Teſt be tried; if it be conſiſtent 
with them, then let the Lovers of Liber- 
ty, of their Countrey, and of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion contend for it, and for 
impoſing yet farther Hardſhips on the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters: But if, on the con- 


trary, it appears upon a fair and impar- 


tial Inquiry, to weaken the Cauſe of Li- 
berty, and the Securities of our happy 


Civil Conſtitution ; if it appears incon— 
ſiſtent with the Maxims of Chriſtianity, 


the Nature and Deſign of its Inſtituti- 
ons, and the Right of Chriſtians and 
Pro- 
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Proteſtants; then let every generous Pa- 
triot and ſincere Proteſtant declare him- 
ſelf openly for repealing it, and with- 
out Fear or Regard to Party Intereſt, do 
what is proper in his Station, in order to 
obtain it. OI N REESOT 

But the Sacramental Teſt may be conſi- 


dered in other Views, and with Relation 
to more particular Intereſts and Circum- 


ſtances, ſuch as that of the Eftabliſb'd 
Church, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the pre- 
ſent Royal Family, the Condition and Con- 
duct of the Diſſenters themſelves, and the 

State of the Nation, when it was im- 


pos'd, and now while it continues in 


Force: And tho' there are already in the 


preceding Pages ſome Hints with reſpe& 
to ſeveral of theſe Points, yet a more 
particular and diſtinqt Conſideration of 


them all, will give Light to the Que- 
ſtion, whether the Teſ# ought to be re- 
pealed or not. 5 

Firſt, We may enquire how it affects 


the Intereſt of the Efabliſh'd Church; and 
this, no doubt, is a matter of very great 


Importance. From this Topic the ſtrong- 
eſt Arguments are drawn, for continuing 
the Tef?, that it is alledged to be a Securi- 
ty to the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. What 
better Security, it is ſaid, can there be 
than a legal Excluſion of all from Places 


of 


($9 4 — 
of Power and Truſt who ſeruple Tonfor- 


mity to it? But the Force of this Rea- 


ſoning reſts on a Principle which is, at 
leaſt, very diſputable, namely, that the 


Church is belt ſecured by weakning and 


leſſening, not the Prejudices and ObjeRt- 
ons, but the Civil Power, and legal Ca- 
pacity of all who haye conſcientious Scru- 
ples againſt her Communion. It is in- 
deed the Policy of this World for con- 


tending Parties to purſue all Advantages 


againſt each other, and the Side which 
happens to be uppermoſt never thinks it 
ſelf ſafe enough, till its Adverſaries are 
ſo weaken'd, that no farther Danger is to 


be apprehended from their Power. But 


if the Church be at all the Kingdom of 


Chriſt, and not wholly a political Faction, 


I doubt other Maxims would better fit 
its Conſtitution. One would think that 


the Intereſts of the Church and of Reli- 


gion ſhould, at leaſt, not he altogether fo 
incompatible, that the Defence and Pro- 
pagation of the one mult be the Ruin of 
the other. Now it's certain that Religi- 
on can never be propagated by Force ; 
but without Force, this Argument ſup- 


poſes the Church muſt be deſtroy*d. The 


Gentlemen who argue thus for the Se- 
curity of the Church, from what is called 
the Principle of Civil Self-defence, ought 

H to 
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to confer (tho' they ſeem often to forget 
it) whither their Argument tends; and that, 
as I obſerv'd before from the learned Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum, it will juſtify the moſt 
cruel Perſecution on Account of religious 
Differences. Wherever there is ſuch a 
Right of OJelf-defence, there is a Right to 
all the Methods which are neceſſary to it; 
if leſſer Penalties are found inſufficient 
for the Preſervation of the State, greater 
Puniſhments are juſt, till, this Neceſſity 
ſtill urging, the greateſt are righteouſly 
inflicted. If then the State Church has 
the ſame Right of Self-preſervation, when 
moderate Hardſhips on Nonconformiſts are 
found ineffectual, ſuch as Excluſion from 
all Civil Poſts ; ſhe has by the ſame Rea- 
ſoning, that is by urgent Neceſſity a 
Right to uſe the greater Severities of n- 
priſonment, the Gallies, Dragooning and the 
Inquiſitiun. Now, in the Name of all 
that ever was called Chriſtianity and Pro- 
teſtantiſm, are theſe the proper Methods to 
ſecure a Chriſtian and Proteſtant Church? 
There are two Ways of treating Men 
in order to be ſecur'd againſt any Harm 
from them ; the one is Kindneſs and Per- 
ſuaſion, the other Force and Defiance; 
the laſt, Civil Societies are oblig'd to have 
Recourle to ; and indeed without having 

it always in their Power, and uſing it 
{ome- 
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ſometimes, they cannot ſubſiſt; the for- 


mer, Humanity as well as Religion re- 
commends where it is ſafe and will an- 


{wer the End. Now the Queſtion is, 


whether treating the Diſſenters ſoftly, al- 
lowing them the full Poſſeſſion of their 


Civil Rights, in common with their Fel- 


low Subjects, and delivering them from 


ſuch an irritating Brand of Infamy, would 


not be more effeCtual to prevent any 


Danger to the Church from them, than 


the preſent Incapacity they are under by 


the Teft AF; or in other Words, whe- 


ther the Church be ſafer by their Aﬀec- 


tion and Friendſhip, or by their Weak- 


neſs ? The Diſſenters have the ſame Sen- 
timents of Humanity, and the ſame Diſ- 
poſitions with the reſt of Mankind; they 


are won, like others, by Kindneſs; their 


Reſentments are provok'd by ill Uſage. 
Is it not likely their Prejudices againſt 


the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſnment would a- 
bate rather than increaſe, and that they 


would be leſs inclin'd to lay hold on any 


Opportunity that ſhould offer of medita- 
ting a Change, at leaſt by Force and 
Violence, if they found themſelves eaſ 

under it, and that they weretreated with 
Moderation and Clemency ? The Effets 


which the Toleration has had upon their 


Temper, and upon the Security and In- 
5 4 
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tereſt of the Eftabliſl?d Church, ſhow 
whether the Methods of Lenity towards 
them, or of Severity be the beſt. The 
Penal Laws againſt Nonconformiſts were 
made for the Security of the Church, and 


yet Experience convinc'd the Legiſlature 


it ſelf, that they were grievous to the Sub- 
Jeet, a Wearning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, an 
Encouragement to Popery, and dangerous to 


the Peace of the Kingdom ; for which Rea- 


{ons they were repeal'd. What has been 


the Conſequence? Juſt what might be 


expected from ſo wiſe and good a Law; 


the public Peace is better ſecur'd, Popery | 
diſcourag'd, the Proteſtant Intereſt ſtreng- 
then'd, the Church her ſelf more ſecure 


by her Indulgence, or rather the Indul- 
gence of the Legiſlature : And it 1s cer- 
rain in Fact that the Diſſenters are better 


reconciPd to her Communion, and more 
of them have actually come over to it, 
than ever were prevaiPd with by Perſe- 


cution. It is very likely that if the Sa- 
cramenial Teſt, the great remaining Grie- 
vance and invidious Mark of Diſtinction 


were taken away, there would be till a 


nearer Coalition of Proteſtants, a firmer 
Union of their Aﬀections, and thereby 


the Church render'd more fate in the un- 


envied Poſſeſſion of all her legal Rights. 
2 | | 
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Shall it be ſaid that the Church of Eng- 
land was once overturn'd, and with it 
the Monarchy, by ſome diſaffected Perſons 


getting Power into their Hands, and 


therefore 1t 1s reaſonable to provide a- 
gainſt the like Danger for the future, by 
taking Care that no ſuch Perſons ſhall be 
entruſted with Power? This Argument 
will be eaſily anſwered by conſidering the 
Confuſions of that unhappy Period it re- 
fers to with the Cauſes of them, both in 
their Commencement, and in their Pro- 
greſs and Conſummation. Every body 
knows that the War againſt K. Charles I. 
was begun, and for a conſiderable Time 


carried on by the Long Parliament; and 


that the Cauſes of it were the Oppreſſi- 


ons which the Nation had long groaned 


under, whereof no Redreſs could be had 
in a legal Way, the illegal and arbitrary 
Proceedings of the Court and its Mini— 
ſters, and dangerous Innovations in Re— 
ligion tending to Popery, as well as Uſur- 
pations upon Civil Liberty and Property. 

In all theſe Evils many Eccleſiaſticks of 

that Time had a great Share, which ren- 

dered the Mitre as well as the Crown ve- 

ry obnoxious to the Generality of the 
People. But if that was unjuſtly begun 

on the Parliameni's Part, on whom is the 

Injuſtice to be charg'd ? Not on the Diſ- 

ſenter's 
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enters ſurely, for it's well known there 
were few of them in the Parliament: No 


Man of common Senſe and Candour will 


ſay that the Commencement of the War 


was owing to their Capacity of holding 
Places of Power and Truſt under the 


King; and if fo, how can an Argument 


be drawn from it for incapacitating their 


Succeſſors to hold any ſuch Places. Du- 
ring the Progreſs, and in the Event of 
that War, great Changes happen'd ; the 


Conſtitution both in Church and State was 


 overturn'd. But to what Cauſe muſt all 


this be attributed? Not to the Diſſenters 
being legally capable of Civil Offices ; 


but {ome Perſons taking hold of the di- 
ſtracted State of the Nation as the proper 


Opportunity which did, and indeed the 
only one which could preſent it ſelf, ſeiz d 
the ſupreme Power, and aboliſh'd both 


the Regal and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 


which they were therefore able to accom- 


pliſh, becauſe the grievous Abuſe of both, 


had diſpos'd the People to comply with 


that, otherwiſe impracticable, Scheme. 
Upon the whole, it appears that the 


true Inference from the Hiſtory of the 
Civil Wars, and the fatal Cataſtrophe of 
King Charles I. and the Church is, not 


that the Diſſenters ſhould be oppreſs'd and 
depriv'd of the Common Rights of Sub- 
9235 „ jects, 
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jets, but that all poſſible Precautions 


{hould be taken againſt illegal and arbi- 


trary Meaſures, againſt all Attempts to 


exalt the Prerogative above the Laws, a- 
gainſt the Influence of the Clergy to for- 
ward and ſucceed ſuch Attempts, and the 
ſtrong Temptations which their Depen- 
dance on the Crown lays them under, to 
uſe their Influence for that End; for theſe 
were the real and immediate Cauſes of 
former Diſorders: Let any one judge 
whether to prevent ſuch Evils, and the. 
Miſchiets which may ariſe from them, 
theAbridging of the os K Liberty and 
Capacity of public Uſefulneſs by the Sa- 

cramental Teſt, be a proper Expedient. I 


do not intend to inſinuate the leaſt Re- 


flexion on the preſent Adminiſtration, as 
if any Dangers were to be apprehended 
from it, like thoſe of King Charles the 
Firſt's Reign. As the late King George, 
of glorious Memory, and his preſent Majeſty, 
ſucceeded to the Throne upon a Foun- 
dation directly oppoſite to that of Arbi- 
trary Power, I hope it may be ſaid upon 
its Ruins; I am perſuaded that the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt and Liberty in all the Bri- 
fiſh Dominions, were never better ſecur'd 
(fo far from being endanger'd) by any 
Government than theirs; nor do I intend 
to reflect on the Clergy, particularly the 

ws preſent 
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preſent Set of Biſhops in England and Tre- 
land, many of whom have ſhow'd the 
moſt eminent Zeal for our Happy Civil 


Conſtitution and the Principles of the Re- 
formation; and for both, ſome of them 


have been the ableſt Advocates that any 
Age could ever boaſt of : But as the Ar- 
gument before us is drawn from Facts 
long ago paſt, the Tendency of it is to a 
Proviſion againſt Dangers which are not 
preſent; and ſince the Misfortunes of for- 
mer Times muſt be brought into Conſi- 
derat ion, it cannot be unreaſonable to 
ſhow which are, and which are not, the 


true Precautions for the public Safety na- 


turally ariſing from them; nor do I at 
all doubt but My Lords the Biſhops are as 


ſenſible as any Men, that ſome of their 


own Order and of the inferior Clergy had 
a very active Hand in bringing on the 


Calamities of the Civil War, ſtill furi- 
oully intent on the Perſecution of Diſſen- 


ters, as a neceſſary Part of their deſtruc- 
tive Schemes; and that, ſince themſelves 
are engag'd in a contrary Intereſt, they 
will be as much diſpos'd as any to purſue 
contrary Maxims. 5 

But if the good Affect ions of the Di/- 


ſenters are not to be depended on, if Love 


to their Countrey and its Peace, and Gra- 
titude for ſo great a Favour as putting 
| them 
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them on a Level with their Fellow Sub- 
jects in the ſame Station, will not re- 
{train them from dangerous Attempts ; 
let us conſider what a mighty Acceſſion 
of Power they will obtain by the Repeal 
of the Sacramental Teſt, which {ſhould 
make them formidable. All that is plead- 
ed in their behalf, is that they may be 
admitted to a Capacity of Offices, not that 
they ſhall be actually poſſe/? of any; for 
Offices muſt be convey'd in the proper 
legal Channel; and conſidering the pre- 
ſent Number and Figure of Diſſenters, it 
would ſhow too great a Diffidence in the 
Merit and Intereſt of Churchmen, to ap- 
prehend that at any Time, by this means, 
they ſhall have ſuch a Share of Authority 
in their Hands, as may give Occaſion ei- 
ther of Envy or Fear. But ſtill theſe 
Offices are to be executed under the Di- 
rection and Controul of the ſupreme ex- 
ecutive Power, and of the Laws eſta— 
bliſhing the Rights of the Church. What 
Reaſon 1s there then to apprehend that 
they will be able to overturn the Conſti- 
tution ? If zhat is to be attempted at all, 


it muſt either be by an open Rebellion, 


or in a legal Way, and with Conſent of 
Parliament. To ſuppoſe that the Den- 


ters will, in a peaceable State of the King- 


doms, without any Provocation, nav en- 
1 ſoying 


1 


joying a greater Indulgence than before, 
raiſe a Civil War, merely to alter the Le- 
gal Settlement of a Form of Church Go- 


vernment and Modes of Worſhip which they 


do not approve, but which are not im- 
pos'd upon themſelves, is ſuch a Chimera 
that ſcarcely any Man will ſeriouſly be- 
lieve it; and it's as ridiculous to imagine 


they could poſſibly concert ſuch a Deſign, 


and take the neceſſary Steps towards ac- 
compliſhing it, or indeed at all enter into 


it, with any the leaft Probability of 


Succeſs. 


But if this mighty Work of unkinging 


the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, and ex- 


changing the preſent Epiſcopal Form for 


Presbyterianiſm or ſome other Scheme of 


the Diſſenters, (in the mean Time there's 
the leſs Danger to be apprehended, becauſe 
they are not agreed among themſelves, 
and it's no more probable that the ſeveral 
oppolite Parties would unite in any one 
of their own Schemes than 1n the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment ;) if, I ſay, this Work is to 
be accompliſh'd in a Legal Way ; then the 
Suppoſition is, that the King, Lords and 
Commons will come into it. Perhaps it 
would offend ſome Gentlemen, tho? J 

know no Reaſon why it ſhould, to tell 
them that in that Cale another Church 


bliſhed, 


would have the ſame Right to be eſta- 


(67 
bliſned, which the Churches of England 
and Ireland had at the Beginning, and 


have now ; for what do we mean by an 


Eſtabliſbment but the Senſe of the Nation 
authoritatively declared by the King, 


Lords and Commons? And do they ſo far 


diſtruſt the Reaſonableneſs and Goodneſs 
of their own Conſtitution, as to fear it 
will not ſtand its Ground in the Judg- 
ment of the Nation or its Repreſentatives, 


unleſs the Legal Diſcouragement of all 


who ſcruple it, by appropriating Civil Em- 


ployments to thoſe who ſeem to approve 


it, be brought to its Aid and Support? 
An Aid which religious Truth diſdains, 
and a Support wholly foreign to the Me- 
rit of a Church. But does any one ſeri- 
ouſly think this a likely Event? I dare 


ſay, the moſt ſanguine Diſſenter has no 


ſuch ExpeQation ; at leaſt, tho' he may 
imagine that his Opinions, which appear 
to him true, will ſome Time or other pre- 
vail; yet he is not weak enough to believe 


that, becauſe, if the Te ſhould be repeal'd, 


a few of his Perſuaſion may in Time have 
an equal Chance with their Fellow Sub- 


jects, to get ſome Civil and Military Poſts, 


therefore the Bulk of the Nation will be 
for Nonconformity, and the Parliament be 
induc'd to alter the Eſtabliſhment. The 
Truth is, one can't help thinking that ſome 

1 People 
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People who make a great Cry for conti- 


nuing the Sacramental Teſt as a Security to 
the Church, intend, at Bottom, nothing 


more than a mean Partiality i in the Diſtri. 


but ion of the Government's Favours, and 


do ſtrengthen their Party, by confining to 


it not the public Service but the Profit of 
Employments. I beg leave to add here a 
few Words from the Biſhop of Sarum to 
this Purpoſe, p. 53. © Take away the Pro- 
« fits and Honours of this World out of 
the Queſtion, and every Thing that can 
© have any Influence upon them; and J 
„% dare engage that the Participation of 
& the Burthen of Offices would in all Coun- 
tries, be preſs'd and forc'd upon T hoſe, 


ITN 


* 


& who are now every where almoſt, ex- 


% cinded from them. 
It may not be improper here to look i in- 


to the Hiſtory of the Sacramental Teſt, to 
conſider briefly the Occaſion on which it 


was impos'd, and whether the Conduct 
of Diſſenters was, and continues to be ſuch 
as to deſerve that ſevere Cenſure of the 
{ egillature. Every body knows that the 


Law enjoining the Teſt in England, was firſt | 


made in the Reign of King Charles the ſe, 
cond ; and it appears plainly enough to 
have been originally deſign'd againit the 
Papiſts, tho' the Letter ofthe Law includes 
110 Proteſtant Nonconformiſts, and i has 

een 
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been, ſince the Revolution, declared to 


extend to them. Let the World judge 
whether that was a Time well choſen for 


ſuch a Declaration, and for laying more 
explicitly and deſignedly ſuch a Hardſhip 


on the Diſſenters, when they had ſuffered 


ſo long and grievouſly under King Charles 


II. and King James II, thro' the Influence 


of Popiſh Councils, and when the Nations 
had ſo wonderfully eſcap'd a Deluge of 


Popery and Slavery, which had begun to 


break in upon them, and in our Delive- 


rance from which, they were known to 
have ſo eminent and active a Hand. 


But in Ireland the Sacramental Teſt was 


never impos'd till the Year 1703, and a 
very little Reflexion will ſatisfy any im- 


partial Perſon, whether it was then a pro- 


per Return for the Services the Diſſenters 


had done to the Proteſtant and Britiſh In- 
tereſt. I have already obſerv d and will not 
now repeat, what their Behaviour was at 


the Revolution; the authentic Teſtimony 


giv'n to it, by the Reſolutions both of the 
Houſeof Commons in England and Ireland, 


already refer'd to, is ſufficient to ſilence all 


Objections. And their loyal Affection to 
King William during his whole Reign, 
was, I believe, never queſtion'd. After a 


Conduct ſo remarkably diſt inguiſh'd by 


the public Acknowledgments of its Loy- 


alty 


3 
alty and Importance to the Intereſt of the 
three Kingdoms, while the Memory of it 
was ſo recent and unſullied by the leaſt 
Appearance of Unpeaceableneſs or Diſaf- 
fect ion to the Government, the Diſſenters 
were extremely ſurpris'd to find them 
ſelves laid under a legal Incapacity of 
rendering any more ſuch Services to 
their Countrey, and rank'd with Papiſts, 
always dangerous Enemies, whoſe bloody 
Attempts to extirpate the Proteſtant 
Religion and enſlave the Nations, they 
had lately oppos'd with ſo great Bra- 
very and Succeſs. Indeed the unkind 
Treatment they recęiv'd, which they ſo 
little deſerv'd, and which was ſo unpo- 
litic, tending to weaken the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt in a Countrey where the Papiſts are 
vaſtly ſuperior in Strength and Numbers 
to Proteſtants of all Perſuaſions, was not 
to be imputed to the Parliament of Ireland 
as their Contrivance ; the Clauſe which 
enjoins the Sacramental Teft having been 
tack'd in England to a Bill tranſmitted 
from the Houſe of Commons here for pre- 
venting the further Growth of Popery. Scarce- 
ly could a Clauſe be contriv'd more diſa- 
greeable to the Title and profeſt Deſign of 
a Bill, or two Things more unnaturally 
join'd together in one Law, than enacting, 
what the Papiſts called, great Severities 
againſt 
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againſt them, and at the ſame Time dif 
abling the Diſſenters, the moſt united Body 


of Proteſtants in the Kingdom, who had ſo 


lately maintained a glorious War againſt 
their Force, headed by K. James, and 


aſſiſted by French Auxiliaries, to reſiſt them. 


But the Meaſures were well enough con- 


certed to anſwer ſecret Views directly op- 


polite to thoſe which were avow'd, and 


which it is not difficult to gueſs at, con- 


fidering that thoſe who had then a chief 


Hand in direct ing ſuch Affairs at the Britiſh 
Court, were either bigotted enough to 


riſque the Proteſtant Intereſt for the Ser- 


vice of High Church, or corrupt enough 
to ſerve the Papiſts themſelves for private 


Gain. 

The Gentlemen of the Houſe of Com- 
mons who fram'd the Bill 70 prevent the 
further Growth of Popery, inſtead of appro- 


ving the Clauſe which was inferted, pub- 


lickly declared their Diſlike of it, and 
their Reſolution to take the firft Oppor- 


tunity of repealing it, tho? at that Time 


they unwillingly paſs'd it, rather than loſe 


a Bill they were ſo fond of. This Reſo- 


tution has not been yet fulfill'd, for what 


Reaſons our worthy Patriots themſelves 
know beſt ; but the Diſſenters {till rely on 


it, as, in effect, a Promiſe of their Repre- 
fentatives in Parliament to relieve them: 
And 
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And they have the greater Reaſon to ex- 
pett this Favour, becauſe their Behaviour 


ſince, ſtill uniformly loyal and of a Piece 


with their former Conduct, notwithſtand- 
ing this new Diſcouragement they labour 

under, juſtly entitles them to it. What 
Turn of Affairs has there been wherein 


they did not ſhow a Zeal and Firmneſs, 


worthy of the beſt Subjects, in adhering to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the chief legal Se- 


curity of the Proteſtant Intereſt and the Li- 


berties of their Countrey? What Danger 


ever threaten'd the Nations and they did not 


meet it with unſhaken Reſolution to ha- 


zard their Lives and Fortunes for the 


public Safety? That ill-concerted Project 


of the Pretender's Invaſion in 1708, found 
them ready to embark with their Fellow 
Proteſtants 1n the common Defence. The 


Generality of them entred into the Army 


and Militia with Chearfulneſs, purſuant to 
the Orders of the Government : (Without 
them the Militia in the North muſt have 
made a very poor Figure) and tho? a few, 


being ſurpris'd and without any Concert, 


made at firſt ſome Scruple of taking the 
Oaths thro? Ignorance, and ſome Difficulty 
of enliſting in the Face of a new diſquali- 
fying Law, which was underſtood by ma- 
ny to extend to private Men, at leaft if 
they received any Pay ; apprehending too 

that 
3 
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* that the Danger was not then extreme; 
I. and eſpecially, having ſome Officers ſet 
e | over them in whoſe Affection to the Pro- 
. teſtant Succeſſion they had no Confidence, 
r no more than in their good Will to them- 
"—_ ſelves. Yet, in the main, their unble- 
n miſht Loyalty appears ſo glorious on that 
k and every other Occaſion to all ſenſible 
o and unbiaſt Witneſſes, that thoſe who 
=: traduce them, are either Men of very 
i little Underſtanding, or, I will venture 


r to ſay, do not believe themſelves, and ra- 
t ther en vy than ſuſpect what they pretend 
- 10 reproach... V 
e But a deeper Deſign was afterwards 
t | laidin the laſt Years of Queen Anne, for 
d overturning our happy Settlement and 
v bringing in the Pretender; and tho', by a 
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e ſignal Interpoſition of Divine Providence, 
= it was diſappointed, and the Acceſſion of 
0 the late King almoſt miraculouſly effected | 
t without Blood; yet no true conſiderate 1 
e | Proteſtant can paſs over that memorable | 
1 Event, or rather Series of Events with- : 
7 out affect ionate Thankfulneſs to G o for 5 
e our ſurprizing Deliverance, an Abhor- i 
rence of the wicked Devices of ſome, i 
hs for involving all that was dear to us as 

1 Men and Chriſtians in one common Ru- 

f in, and a grateful Remembrance of their 


In Zeal and Steddineſs, who with the utmoſt _ 
* * Hazard 
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Hazard to themſelves, ſtood firm to the 
glorious Cauſe of Religion and Liberty. 
What Part did the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
then act? It is not enough to ſay what 
all the World knows, that none of them 
entered into the Helliſh Conſpiracies of 
that Time; the Proteſtants concern'd in 
thoſe dark and horrid Scenes were of 
another Denomination. Indeed all Par- 
ties were ſenſible that whatever Weight 
and Influence they had, lay on the other 
Side; the Whigs truſted them as ſtanch 
Friends; the Jac oBIT ES, (who called 
themſelves Tories, tho? ſome who went 
under that Name, were not reſolv'd to 
go the Length of ſetting a Popiſh Preten- 
der on the Throne, but they went too far 
into the Meaſures which prepared the 
Way for him, particularly diſcouraging 
and perſecuting Proteſtant Diſſenters,) 
the Jacobite Tories, I ſay, regarded them 
as 1rreconcileable Enemies. The Truth 
is, no one Party of a religious Denomi- 
nation in Britain or Ireland, were ſo uni- 
ted as they; indeed no one but they, in 
an inviolable Attachment to the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion. And becauſe it was of 
great Importance to the Succeſſor to know 
what Aſſiſtance he might depend on in 
theſe Dominions, if his Title ſhould be 
oppoſed 


C 


22 
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oppoſed by Force, as every Body then 
expected it would; therefore the Diſſen- 
ters of Ireland entred into ſecret Concerts, 
and ſent a Gentleman to the Court of 
Hanover, to aſſure his late Majeſty, (then 


Elector of Brunſwick) they were firmly 
and unanimouſly reſolv'd to maintain his 


Right in all Events, whenever it ſhould 


be oppos'd, and upon the firſt Notice 


from himſelf, to take up Arms in its De- 
| fence, whatever the Conſequences might 
be to themſelves, either from the Laws 

in Force againſt them, or the uncertain 


Event of a War. As this is certain Fact, 
and could, if it were neceſſary, be ſuffici- 
ently atteſted, ſeveral of the Perſons con- 


cern'd being yet alive, and the Gentle- 
man himſelf who undertook and execu- 


ted the hazardous Commiſſion; it will 


not now be accounted treaſonable, tho 


if it had been diſcovered then, it might 
have coſt ſome of the Diſſenters very 
dear ; and probably nothing could have 


prevented the Diſcovery (for ſome Per- 


{ons very active and zealous in the oppo- 
ſite Intereſt, are ſaid to have got an In- 
timation of private Steps which were ta- 
ken in Purſuance of it) but that good 


Providence, which by one ſurpriſing Stroke 
DE 3 diſcon- 
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diſconcerted all the Meaſures of our Ene- 
mies. 


Now what is the Return the Diſſenters 


ought to meet with, and what is the Treat- 
ment due to them 1n Juſtice, in true Po- 
licy, and in Gratitude ? Is it that their 
Incapacity of public Service ſhould be con- 
tinued, and that they ſhould be diſcoun- 
tenanc'd as dangerous Enemies to the Go- 
vernment and to the PROTESTANT SUc- 
CESSION ? One would think the contrary 


very evident ; and that it may appear the 


more unexceptionable, not as the ſelfiſh 
Suggeſtion of intereſted Diſſenters, but the 
Deduction which an honeſt Mind makes 


by impartial Reaſoning from plain prin- | 


_ciples, 1 ſhall give the Argument ariſing 


from this true State of the Fact in the 


Words of the Biſhop of Sarum. His . 


| Lorsſpip conſiders the Reaſonableneſs of 
continuing the Sacramental Teſt upon the 
Grounds pleaded by his Adverfary for 
the firſt Impoſition of it, by transferring 
the State of the Fact from the preſent 


Times to thoſe ſoon after the Reſtoration 


of King Charles the Second, and then he 
argues upon the following Suppoſitions. * 
& Firſt, That there had been a Pretender 
_< tothe Crown, againſt King Charles the 

„Second. Secondi), That quickly after 


tlie 
5. 174. 


„ . 
4 the Reſtoration there had been an At- 
« tempt made in Fayour of this Pretender. 


« Thirdly, That the whole Body of Pro- 
« teſtant Diſſenters had, for about thirty 


« Years before, giv'n all poſſible Demon- 
« trations of their Zeal for the King's 


„Right, and the Succeſſion in his Family. 
«, Fourthly, That in the Time of ſuch an 
„ Attempt, they had to a Man, kept firm 


to his Intereſt, without ſo much as the 
“ Suſpicion of any the. leaſt leaning to- 


« wards his Enemies who aim'd at his 


„Crown. FHfihly, That the great Body 
* of his Enemies concurring in this Attempt 
* had been unfortunately made up of 


_& Proteſtants of another Sort joining with 


„ Papiſts.” ( beg leave to add, that while 
the Succeſſion was in Danger by that fatal 


Conſpiracy of thoſe other Proteſtants and 


Papiſts, the Diſſenters had enter'd into the 
moſt hazardous Aſſociations for maintain- 


ing the King's Right, and giv'n him Aſ- 


ſurances of their Reſolution to venture 


their all in his Service.) © S:xthly, That 
« at ſuch a Juncture, during the Conflia, 


and after the Attempt had been diſſipa- 
„ted, a Parliament of true Britons had 
© been ſitting full of Zeal for their King 
and Countrey. IT would take the Liberty 
to ask, in plain Terms, and in the Name 
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& of all that ever was called political Fuſtice 


© or Wiſdom, whether upon theſe Supf 

« fitions, it is poſhble to imagine that 
« the Corporation Act, or any AQ like it 
« could have been made at that Time in 


& order to haye excluded thoſe from 


Places of Power and Truſt, merely upon 
Account of religious Differences, who 


4 had not only demonſtrated themſelves 


© to have been no Enemies, but the warm- 
& eſt and moſt zealous Friends to that 
(Civil Government, juſt then reſtored. 
&« J leave it to the moſt negligent Obſer- 
« ver of late Affairs to make the Appli- 


„ cation: But the Argument that reſults 


© from hence, I ſhall juſt mention. 
Ihe ſame Reaſons which (ſuppoſing 
c them to have ſubſiſted at that Time) 
« would have made a true Britiſh Parli- 
© ament to have abhor'd the Thoughts of 
4 any ſuch excluſive Acts, are of equal 
« Force againſt the Continuance of any 
ſuch, ſuppoſing theſe Reaſons to ſub- 
„ fiſt now. „ 


K 6 


e Rut theſe Reaſons would undoubted- 


64 ly and juſtly have preventedall Thoughts 
« of ſuch Acts at that Time. = 
Therefore, ſuppoſing them to ſubſiſt 

© now, they as undoubtedly ought to lead 
4 to a Reſolution of not continuing them.“ 


Thus 


"38. i 


5 „ ITE: 
Thus it appears, with regard to the 
PROTESTANT SUCCESSION, Which has 
now ha pily taken P CE, how reaſona- 
able it is to repeal the Sarramental Teft, 
and that granting ht FAU 


a juſt Senſe of the mam Bleſings we enjoy, by 


the PROTESTANT SUCCESSION IN His Ma- 
JESTY's RoYar FAMILY. 


e 


Mur to the Diſ- 
ſenters, can be aiſagreeable- to mane who have 
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HE Advantages propoſed by Re- 
4. - pealing the Sacramental Teſt impar- 
tally conſidered. ' By the Revd. Dr. Swift 
Dean of St. Patrick's in Ireland. To which 
is added REMARKs on a Pamphlet entitled, 
The Nature and Conſequences of the Sacra- 
mental Teſt conſider'd ; with" Reaſons humbly 
- er d for the Repeal of it. Price Six- Pence. 
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